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| began to realize as | was working up the Journal Section of SPARKS - 2, that | had little space for News which was purely 
about our members - where they are - what they are doing - interesting activities that should be mentioned including the 
news of Chapters, etc. | decided, that since we have curtailed the scope of our NET BULLETINS in line with suggestions of 
most of the Directors and Officers ( answering our Questionnaire on the subject) that more frequent supplements to SPARKS 
would be welcome. A little poem which appeared in a recent issue of the Air Mail Pioneer News by Editor Emil Henrich 
sums up my feelings - perhaps you will agree. Anyway - Here is my first attempt. | am open to suggestions on the format 
and contents of issues to come and of course want! NEWS about yourself or anything of interest you might feel is worthy of 
attention in these News Supplements.. The NEWSLETTER SUPPLEMENTS will be numbered consecutively, this starting 
the Series as No. 1. Future editions of SPARKS will contain less news about Society Operations and news of members but 
will carry more anecdotes and experiences of our members plus the recording of historical memorabilia which should be pre- 
served for posterity. "Tales of the Wireless Pioneers" will continue to be an important Section of these publications which 
will be in BOOK FORMAT and called volumes. 


| would like to make one little statement - and ask your indulgence in the matter of composition in this supplement. In order 
to reduce work, conserve time and get the job done - | am going to to write ' off the top of my head'. In other words, as it 
comes to mind and without re-write. I! would like to emphasize the fact that | lay no claim to being a journalist nor do | 
have any 'grounding' in English, punctuation, spelling and the literary attributes that would makes Messrs. Funk and Wagnall 
a happy pair in case they read or analyze my publications. NOW THAT YOU KNOW ... . please charge it off to expediency 
and a dumb editor who will accept three demerits for each error in using the King's English. Perhaps if he makes too many 
in English, he will try his hand with Latin, Greek or Sanskrit. OKAY ? 


So here we go ... and you are on your own from now on. 
EXPRESSIONS OF YOUR EDITOR: 
MY THANKS 


Members everywhere in life 
from every walk and station, 


COOK, ROBERTO. 352-P (W6WV). "Bob" reports moving to Santa 
Barbara from Burbank. New QTH: 721 Grove Lane, 
Santa Barbara, CA. 93105. Phone805/687-4013). Having spent most of 
his life in the recording field, Bob wonders... has any one ever recorded 
the old rotary spark, 500 cycle quenched gap or long wave arc sigs ? It 


would be quite interesting to hear on tape. From every town and city 


and every state you’d mention— 


Have written me so many things 


WAHLSTROM, ROBERT D. 331-P. New Phone No. 813/754-3936. No 
change in QTH Bob says, just Phone Co.action. 


MILLET, FRANCISCO - 850-PA. New QTH: 2250 West 11th St. Apt. 1-F 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11223, Phone: 212/372-6369. (WA2FLE) 
RASER, ED. G. W2Zl__35-P. SRI space in Sparks didn't permit the 

inclusion of an important honorarium to this 'old-timer' and 
SWP Charter Member. Ed attended the SWP (Golden Gate Chapter) 
Luncheon: April 26th coming across the U.S. from his home in Trenton, 
N.J. On the following day at the ANTIQUE WIRELESS ASSOCIATION's 
Convention at the Electronic Museum of the Foothill College, Menlo Park, 
Ed was presented with a beautiful walnut plaque with a de Forest audion 
engraved on the bronze plate. It was presented by Paul Giganti, Chairman 
and read in part: "IN RECOGNITION OF HIS CONTRIBUTIONS THROUGH- 
OUT THE YEARS TOWARD THE PRESERVATION OF THE MEMORY _OF 
EARLY WIRELESS" This was from the Western AWA Members and 
Friends at their first regional meeting in the West. CONGRATS to Ed 
who isc) the SWP Area Director for the New York Area. 


of happenings thro’ the year, 


I couldn’t begin to count them all 
or even make them clear... 


I only know I owe So much 
to members everywhere 


And as I put my thoughts in verse 
it’s just a way to share 


The meditations of my thankful heart, 
a heart much like your own, 


For little that I think or write 
is mine and mine alone... 


So if you found some interest 
in any word or line, 


It’s just “Your Soul’s Reflection” 
In “Proximity with Mine.” 


Winn Dedicated to Wireless & Radio Tele grap hers - the World Ov eer: tinue 
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REPORT OF "GONZALES" CHAPTER (XVI) VISIT TO SATELLITE EARTH STATION, LAKE COWICHAN, B.C. 


This is a report by Canadian Director, A. W. "Bill" Filtness of the visit by Chapter XVI members to the Satellite Earth Station 
of the Canadian Overseas Telecommunication Corporation on May 25th 1974. The station is located on Vancouver Island and 
at Lake Cowichan, B. C. near Duncan.in the mountains. Here is Director Fitlness's report of, the Chapter's visit: 


"... Our host and guide Mr. Mercer, Manager of the Station, received us in the lecture room, and gave us a run-down on the 
services provided by theC.O.T.C. Station, which handles traffic across the Pacific to Hong Kong, Australia, Japan, and the 
Phillipines, via the Pacific Satellite, such as high-speed telegraphy, telex circuits, and special services such as photo- 
telegraphs, high fidelity radio programs, color and monochrome telecasts. 


Following the talk Mr. Mercer and a staff member divided us into two groups and guided us to the Control Room, with numerous 
control circuits, amplifiers and contol Console with monitoring devices. There are many types of service equipment ( a radio- 
man's dream) were in evidence. We also received a very fine talk on the intricate set-up necessary for this type of station. 
Next we were escorted to an elevator, and proceeded to the third floor to view the rear of the huge "dish" 100 feet in diameter 

with 240 tons of steel in it's structure and can be maneuvered a few degrees up, down and sideways. This unit has a relfector 
built out in front of it about 25 to 30 feet from the center and acts similar to a binocular lens arrangement, reflects the trans- 
mitted energy from the centre of the cone to the 'dish' amplifying it and directed towards the Sattelite, which in turn transmits 
the energy from the receiver to other satellite stations. There are three transmitting klystrons ( $14,000 each) used in the 
parametric amplifier and amplified with a "T W T" (Transmitting Wave Tube) connected to the center of the cone and super- 
cooled to 420 degrees Eelow zero with helium gas. ,,, receiving signals is of course in the reverse, the 'dish' picks up the signal 
from the satellite transmitter, amplified with the reflector to the center of the cone and passed along to the amplifiers and 
receiver... while up on the third floor, Mr. Mercer pointed out a video camera on the main building roof, focused on the ent- 
rance gate and monitored at the console, the gate is electrically controlled... returning to the ground floor, we visited the 
"battery room! housing a considerable number of banks of high capacity batteries, but these Mr. Mercer pointed out were used 

for emergency only, the B. C. Hydro Power Co., supplies the power for the station, but this power is not absolutely constant 

so it is rectified with thyratrons which supplies D. C. power to drive aD. C. Motor coupled to an A. C. generator which gives 

a constant and well regulated source of power to the station, in the event there is a power failure the batteries but in automatic- 
ally and drive the D. C. motor and alternator for twenty minutes or until the 750 H P diesel engine, which normally takes 20- 
seconds to start up and maintain the power to the station until the B. C. Hydro power is restored... after a visit to the air- 
conditioning room and the instrument room, we returned to the lecture room, where Mr. Mercer answered questions and elaborated 
on any point not clear to the members. The SWP members and their guests were certainly impressed with the modern radio 
technology, maybe not completely understood, and no doubt will take advantage of an invitation from Mr. Mercer to visit again 

to pick up points missed at this visit. All in all,we had a very memorable day, thanks to C.O.T.C. and Mr. Mercer and staff. iz 


GREETINGS FROM PANAMA 


NORM WHITE (394-PA) WA6JDE drops us a line from Cristobal C.Z. (Paquebot) enroute for Norfolk via NBA. Relieving 
Earl Baker/K6TSQ. Reports that MMARC's Vice Commodore Max Grossman/WA7LZL has a petition at FCC asking for all 
band privileges in all regions. Hope they make it. Norm mentions the MMARC (Maritime Mobile Amateur Radio Club's 
upcoming Convention scheduled for Oct. 4-6 in Houston. SWP members all invited ! Details from WS5SCXM.... REPORTS 
Condx. not so good but a tip of his hat to KFS and KPH... said they 'pulled him through' every day with traffic wnen he must 
have been only a mini-squeak in the background to them. (Those boys are PRO's man !). Forgot to mention Norm is on the 
S/S TRANSCOLORADO/KOEW. He. is also the Commodore for MMARC. 


CHARLIE LEE...says "Fishing is a compromise". 

Point 1. If you want to catch trout, you have to go where the trout are. (A bit of academic wisdom - no charge). Fred Winkel 
W6QQB and Charlie KNEW where the trout were... they were at Wild Horse Dam up there in Nevada! Point 2. Avoid the 
crowd - get there be fore all the vacationers. They tried to do just that... but then MOTHER NATURE tripped them up with 
a couple of Sunday punches. How about temp down to 22 degrees at night ( a couple of indefatigible fishermen have a hard 
time with that one - then M.N. really turned loose with a blinding snow storm. Well the state got their snowplow out and 
cleared the road so Charlie and Wink could get through. To make a long story short... they went... they shivered.... they got 
cold... they got snowed on ... BUT NO FISH. Knowing this pair ... they will try it again !Who ever heard of it snowing in 
May ? 


FLORIDA SKIP 


Thats the name of a mignty fine paper put out every month down Florida way by Andy Clark W4IYT. It is billed as "THE ALL 
FLORIDA RADIO AMATEUR'S PUBLICATION" and it does a pretty good job getting everything tied up in a neat bundle. . 
Andy knows how to 'do his thing! and he does it right well. This month we want to thank Andy and his gang for a very nice 
write up about SWP and especially the nice mention given to our new THOMAS A. EDISON CHAPTER with Bill Willmot & 
Company. 


SOLID COPY AWARD 


Our Chief Operator Bob Shrader - W6BNB came up with a real fine idea we think. We are working up a small size certificate 
about 5-1/2 x 8-1/2 which certifies that the holder ....'"Has submitted an off-the-air copy of an Official SWP NETBUL which 
has been judged to be completely error free. All you do is send it to Bob and he'll mail you your certificate. You do not 
even have to be an amateur or have a license if you have areceiver and listen in on the SWP NET CIRCUITS. Just put The 
down. It will adda bit of wall-paper to that drab dark corner. Only trouble, we won't make it official till Bob comes back 

in the Fall so QRX about 3 months. 


QTC... de Bill Willmot. 


This is the name of the NEWSLETTER CHAPTER VII (Thomas A. Edison) gave their fine little publication. Vol. 1No. 2 
just out has been mailed to all members in the Florida, SE. USA area. We hope ALL MEMBERS will join Bill's Chapter 
as we think they will well rewarded for his efforts. This new edition has 'something for everyone". In other words Bil] 
Willmot has it 'loaded' with goodies. You may be seeing quite a few QTC tag lines in coming issues of the Supplement. 


ELECTION TIME 


There is nothing wrong about a political joke, as long as he isn't Elected. 
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GUESS WHAT ? 


"NIQK" WAS RAMMED AND SUNK BY" KQZ" 

Do you remember when and who ? 

ANSWER: Sometime around 1926. NIQK was the S-51 USN Submarine. KQZ was the Steam Ship "City of Rome" of 
American Registry. 


See Nt QUEST 


William J. "Bill" O'Brien - 112-P, Area Director for Australia and New Zealand sends us a clipping from the Sydney Morning 
Herald about a Doctor David Lewis who is sailing his sloop "ICE BIRD" ona 7500 mile trip around Antarctica - SOLO. The 
"ICE BIRD" is only 32-feet long. The lone explorer reached the British base on Signy Island to complete a trip that stalled 
him on his l&t try. At one point the ICE BIRD became stuck in pack ice but freed herself The lone sailor described one of 
the channels he passed through as a canyon with 9,000 foot high cliffs rising straight out of the water. Icebergs and ferocious 
seas continued until he reached Elephant Island after passing through Bransfield Straits. No late word has been received from 
the good Doctor. Anyone forA DVENTURE ( Spelled with capital letters ?) 


HE KNEW MARCONI 


We received a very interesting and enjoyable letter from Member EDWARD J. "TED" GREEN (523-SGP) who hails from Sale 
Cheshire, England. Ted included a Pix of him sending on "PUMP-HANDLE" Key. (How John Elwood would drool if he saw 
that one! )... Anyway Ted started as a radio/telegrapher in 1914 with the ARMY SIGNALS. Later he was on many ships. He 
also had the distinction (and honor) of instructing the first American Divison to land in France during WW-1 on the complexities 
of trench wireless warfare. Incidentally, Ted is ambidextrous and changes in mid-stream if necessary from right to left or vice 
versa. Normally using left arm for telegraph work and right hand for radio code. One of the highlights of his life was an 
invitation from Sr. Marconi himself to Ted and his Junior Op. to visit the Yacht Elettra which they did. Ted reports he is in 
good health for his 77 years. He and wife Michael just celebrated their "GOLDEN" Anniversary. Congrats. 


oe oe Ou Fe 


Old Timer, Ray Walling who was an operator at KPH circa 1921-23 and who later was at KSE 1923-25 and Manager for RCA at 
Wilmington 1925-29 is putting together a history of KPH which we hope to have available in the near future. Our good member 
Si Simpson has told you about the "Golden Years" of "PH" - the Sixties which is a short span in the life of the station. We 
will look forward to Ray's comprehensive record. Incidentally, Ray and wife Wilma spent some time in KHK-land last fall 
(flying over and returned on the SS Monterey KFCN. Ray reports his effort on the KPH article have been somewhat delayed due 
illness of XYL.. We hope she is off the "Binnacle-list" shortly. Incidentally, Ray's call is W6YD and anchored at Vista. 


ANNUAL SOCIAL: LUNCHEON» =» REPORT 


While the uncertainty of gasoline and other factors had some impact on attendance at our yearly "Luncheon Cruise" Apr. 26th 
at the VILLA CHARTIER in San Mateo, we did have a very fine meeting. In fact many said it was... "the best yet !" 


There were slightly over one hundred at the Luncheon. We thought the food provided by the Villa was excellent and services 

met their usual standards. We were complimented by having a number of members from "far places" in attendance. | would 
probably do some a disservice by not mentioning them, but among others | re all - Charlie Maass from Short Hills, N.J., Ed. 
Raser from Trenton, N.J., Warren Green from Seattle, Charles M. Brelsford from Rochester N.Y. and his brother Ernie from 
Santa Barbara. Brandy Wentworth was up from Laguna Beach and Bruce Kelley who is one of our Technical Associates (TA-15) 
flew over from Holcomb N.Y. BRUCE KELLEY put on an illustrated talk covering the life and experiences of ELMO PICKERILL 
for whom Chapter XI is named. The talk also included much background on Doctor Lee de Forest, which made it all the more 
interesting as the Society's Chapter II! is named in honor of this great man. We received a nice letter from Mrs. de Forest 
whom we had invited to attend. She said she would have liked so much to have been with us on this memorable day. 


| am sure SWP MEMBERS thoroughly enjoyed BRUCE KELLEY 's presentation as | received so many fine compliments on it, 
hence we are hopeful that we can have Bruce return some time in the future and show some of his fine series of slides with 
his interesting commentary. THANK YOU BRUCE. 


Many SWP members also attended the AWA Convention the following day (‘May 27th) at the Electronic Museum , Foothill! 
College in Menlo Park. They all remarked what a wonderful two days they had and endorsed the idea of holding our meetings 
near the same location and on contiguous dates. We'll see if we can do it again next year. 


ELCENSE EXPTRATT ONS INO RICE ~SERYV ICE 


Veep, John Elwood W7GAQ/6 tells us about a gal in Maryland who furnishes a "License Renewal Information Service" at no 
charge. What you do is send her a card ( stamped of course) addressed back to yourself, refreshing your memory when your 
license is about to expire. He has used it about 10 years. Says she will be glad to cover any SWP member. Her name and 
address: FOUNDATION FOR AMATEUR RADIO LICENSE EXPIRATION NOTICE SERVICE, C/O: JOAN MACHINCHICK, 
K3KBI, 1023 Lake Clair Drive, RFD-6, Anapolis, MD. 21401. (Note her listing in Auto Call). In case of postage incress 
during lapse of time, the card will be mailed and you may have to pay a couple cents extra "pbostage due" but no problem here. 
John reports this as a wonderful service to insure you don't overlook having your license lapse. 


Bete V ban OOO Lia al iow, 


Member Loys Graham - 1246-P furnished a Pix of the Grads, Class 40 from Bellevue which was printed on Page 5, Sparks 1. 
Please include the following ident. Man sitting at right was Instructor Bill Williams. Thanks Loys. 
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HAPPY DOTS AND DASHES TO YOU TOO.... 


Some one must have been 'cleaning house'. We received copy of a letter addressed to Mr. C. E. Maass, c/o: SS RUTH 
ALEXANDER, 274 Brannan St., S. F. on RCA Stationery with signature of G. Harold Porter, Manager, Pacific Division 
reading in part as follows - quote..."My attention has- been directed to the excellent cooperative service you have rendered 
to our KPH Station, and! am taking this occasion to express to you my personal appreciation". . . etc. The date was Dec. 7 
1925. PEARL HARBOR was 16 years to the day in the future. Attached was a clip from Telephone Pioneers of America 
NewsLetter (Weco Wail) * mentioning the fact Charlie had been its founder in WW-II|. *Weco stands for Western Electric Co. 
Nice bit of news even if it was in the attic for some 30 plus years or more. (Thanks Eb for sending it on). 


JOCK MACLAREN (1111-P) STILL DOING "HIS THING" 


"Doing his thing" is Pounding Brass of course - back to sea on the S.S. DELTA MEXICO. Long letter from Jock mailed from 
TEMA, GHANA, April 29th 1974. Here are a few of the highlights of his very interesting letter: 


USCG STATION NMG - NEW ORLEANS.... While home, Roger Burt, Now W5UDK, a Chief RM in the USCG and now stationed 
at NMG (New Orleans) took me and Ted Esbrook, W5YMX (now retired ROU) to look-over NMG. It's a multi-million dollar 
installation covering some square miles of land along the Mississippi Rover bank; their antenna set-up is something to see, 
directionally loaded verticals covering acres of radials, fantastic log-periodic jobs that any ham would dearly love to have |! 

a type of umbrella vertical that |'ve never seen before, beams and what have you. NMG's operator center houses so many 
operating desks I've forgot how they are set-up but it's a 24-hour service and a dozen men standing watch. Roger told us and 
showed us the latest Collins receiver that is now being supplied to all USCG stations, a digital job - | played with it and believe 
you me, those digits are RIGHT ON !_ These Iil' boxes cost Uncle Sam about $800 each. Jock says he first met Burt when he 
was on the Pgr. ship DEL MAR - sending AMVER & OBS tfc to NMR in San Juan. Later by CTC with Ocean Station 4YE in the 
North Atlantic. Jock says that ...with a good, long look at the propagation forecast experts, he thinks all radio communications 
people should watch their step during the next 25 years or so... unless they choose to spend millions of dollars on satellite 
equipment! 


RECEPTION: There's no lying about the radio condx on HF suffering from the darned old sunspot laziness ! Coming across the 
South Atlantic |'ve had a chance to notice some weird and wonderful 'condx'! North & South skip is definite superior to South 
& East skip. Chatham WCC res been recd QSA-4 QRK-4 on the African coast near Abidian & Takoradi on his 22521 kHz freq. 
after 1800 GMT, but not every day !| WCC is workable most days on his 16933 kHz freq. after about 1700 gmt, while later 

you must fo to 12925 kHz. WOM, Ft. Lauderdale Fla., has an astonishingly loud and clear sig on SSB on his 13154.5 kHz freq. 
around 2200 gmt on the West African Coast near the Senegal/Ghana areas, and you can work him earlier on his 17342.5 kHz, 
and occasionally on 22 Mhz. I've been doing a little CW hamming on the lower end of 15, 20 and 40 meters but very little 
coming through from the States over here until after darkness when 15 goes tempermental and 20 comes in - sigs from Europe 
are very loud and QRM is terrific as soon as | sing-out with my M/M call !!! By the way, W W V is almost gone over here 

on all freqs. until darkness, and then W W V is mutilated by RTA (Russia ) LOL (Argentina) JJC (Japan), all sending Time 
Sigs on top of each other at the same time, same freq. !!! and all_ with different systems of time tick - Hi. 


Jock sent along a pix of the German nuclear ship "OTTO HAHN" which he took in Rio last trip. She was at that time completing 
her THIRD ATW cruise. He was able to go aboard and reported she was a beautiful ship... some officers had their families 
with them and security was not by any means strict aboard her. Jock thinks that it is a shame that the NS SAVANNAH has 

not been used to the full extent of her capacity or capabilities... last time he saw her, she was lying rather forlornly alongside 
Todd's Drydock in Galveston. Incidentally, we enjoy hearing from and OLD TIMER that has spent a life-time going to sea 
and can evaluate the present against the past. His vantage point is quite unique and he speaks from experience so we are 
happy to publish his reports. Jock says he will furnish a longer story in the near future which we hope to bring in the pages of 
the 'Tales of the Wireless Pioneer/s". Jock sends 73 to all. W5FGO. 


S WENT Keay 


We have just received information about the death of a wonderful pair - early member and enthusiastic booster of the Society. 
RUSSELL S. ORMSBY - 181-SGP and wife Grace who moved to St. Joseph, Mo., early this year from Niles, Mich., Qna 
trip to Niles were killed May 22nd about 5 miles East of Niles on US-12. Their car was struck directly broadside by a tractor 
trailer truck which then pushed the car into a utility pole.Mr. Ormsby had retired from assignment with the Standard Oil Co., 
as Communications Officer. Early assignment was aboard the Steam Schooner CHARLES NELSON/RQ in 1911. It might be 
of interest to note that L.F. Prudhont substituted for him on the Tanker ROSECRANS on her fateful last trip."RUSS" was 
operator on perhaps fifty ships including the YALE and many more West Coasters... Russ was 82 at time of death and wife 
grace 73. They formerly lived in Oakland, Calif., and moved to Niles several years ago. They are survived by five sons, two 
daughters, some 30 grandchildren. Ruse joined the Society in August of 1968 so while missing the honor of being a Charter 
Member, he was among the 'Early Birds". We shall all miss Russ... he was a wonderful parson. (128) 


MARCONI -- THE ITALIAN "SLANT" 


JIM KITCHIN - Charter Member 84-P and First Canadian Director sent us a copy of ... "THIS IS THE ITALIAN RADIO-TELE- 
VISION CALLING FROM ROME" Reason was that the publication had an article titled ... "Great Celebrations" THE CENTENARY 
OF MARCONI AND THE- ITALIAN RADIO's 50th ANNIVERSARY. We have ask for permission to reprint the article which gives 
the Italian view on Marconi and his achievement/s. We hope to bring it to you in an early edition of Sparks. TU Jim. 


OLE sAM OCA LCING® 


We refer of course to G. S. Corpe W6LM_ who owns a coupie of mountains or so up in or around Wrightwood, Calif. He is one 
of the true pioneers and we are glad to say one of our Charter Members. (No. 29-SGP). Sam's first station was 

"PJ" at San Pedro back in 1911. Not long ago, while cleaning out a desk, Sam ran across a letter from Mrs. M.J.Glass 
addressed to Sam c/o United Wireless, 420 Market St. dated Dec. 1911. Mrs. Glass was one of the two first lady wireless 
operators in the U.S. She was with Chas. Herrold in San Jose around 1910. Her health started to go bad so she moved to 
Santa Barbara which was Ole Sam'¢:-. anchorage in his early years. He became acquainted with her at the club meetings. Sam 
said she had the ‘FIRST BUG he had ever seen. Hows that for dipping into the old nostalgia bucket ? Sam send the dope to 
Ray Newby because Ray also worked with Herrold and became the nation and perhaps the world's first DISK JOCKEY. 


\Retax ! Enjoy ! It's time for your thousand smile check-up ! 
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GEORGE E STERLING (438-P) 


George writes that he has returned to his 'Northern' anchorage after being adrift down Florida way most of the Winter. He 
enjoyed meeting and having lunch at the John Hopkins Univ. Club with 'old timer’ August Echels who now lives in 
Baltimore, Md. George relieved him on the SS CONECHATTA/KUQQ circa 1923. George said that after a bit of Xmtr Tbl. 
W1AE is back on the air again. Sends 73 to all old friends. 


ner VaANoe Bastc English “CODE "BOOK 


Ray Anderson 988-P whose QTH is Midland, Mich (W8JX) donated a copy of this CODE BOOK which was published in 1942. 
It is the first time we have ever seen a copy. Compiled much like a dictionary in alphabetical order with abbreviations with 
more important words. However, to one who has used The Phillips Code it seems quite cumbersom. It was published by 
John & Clarence Evans in Chicago, III. Quite interesting memorabilia and a welcome addition to our library. Thanks Ray. 


RAY T. WARNER - 213-P (K7JU & W7JU) 


Ray sent us a 'stack' of about 40 ship pix ( post cards) of Great Lake Ships - a welcome addition to our archives. Ray had 
sailed on a number of them and gave us some data about them which was most welcome. Ray mentioned he had attended his 
9th SAROC Convention and hopes to repeat next year. Offers to hold down a booth if Len Norman furnishes us Space as he 
did several years ago. Sounds like a FB offer and thanks Ray. 


WALTER BAUMGARTNER - 279-V (W7FE) 


"Walt" reports that after five years aboard the S.S. HAWAII of the States SS. Co. he relinquished the job. Took quite a 

tour via bus through Norway, Sweden, Denmark, So. Germany, Australia, No. Italy and Switzerland. Reported on the beach 
in late April but hopes to sail again shortly when a desirable berth comes along. Recalls 'old timer’ CHARLES L. AUSTIN 
who used to own the NORTHWEST RADIO MFG. CO. up around Portland, Oregon. Walt's QTH is c/o ARA, SF. 


EDWIN C. GARRETTE 142-SGP (W6CC) 
Russ Estep, W6AUC reports in his Norcal QOWA Bulletin that Member Ed dropped him a line from home in Colusa with info 


health has not been good. Hopes to get back on air soon. Thanks Russ. 
BILL COLVIN 1177-P  (K4HON) 


Imagine opening an envelope and having five bux worth of stamps fall out. Thats Bill KAHON. Said he found so much info 
and pleasure in the last Directory it was a little added appreciation. Bill has been in dry dock, he says 'flat in more ways 
than one' but coming along fine now. Send 73 to all. 


HANS-GUNTER DIEDERICH 1227-PA (DK2XV) 


QUOTE/UNQUOTE: "Thanks very much for the Tackett Emblem. It arrived June 6th. | like it and SPARKS very much and 
wish you and the SWP much success with that Journal. 73 de Hans."'QTH: D 5678 Wermelskirchen, Bert-Brecht Weg6. 
West Germany. 


FROM "MERRY" OLD ENGLAND... 


Member REGINALD PROSSER "REG" G4BUS writes to tell us ( June 6th)..." | have enjoyed receiving your excellent 
publications which are far better than any received from other Societies to which | belong - namely the Royal Signals, A.R.S. 
and the Royal Naval A.R.S. Reg has been away at sea for some time. Says that although very active when home in England, 
he has been unable yet to Contact any SWP member except Ken G3EBU. Hopes initial QSO will lead to many more. 


CHReSSING re THE BAR 
"Old Operators Never Die - They just QS Y" ....says Kenneth R. Palmer 887-PA. 


THE CENTURY KIDS 


Eunice randall Thompson and Hubby "KEN". They put out the OOTC "BLUE BOOK" with assistance of Rob Roy... way back 
when. Eunice and Ken whose present QTH is PO Box 656, Orange City, Fla. 32763 have been SWP BOOSTERS. Reported 
in March they hoped to start migration north. Sends 73 to SWP "Gang" 


LUTHER “BURBANK SAID... . 


Luther was one of SANTA ROSA 's distinguished citizens. and famous horticulturist who is quoted as saying... " Never look 
down on a lily. Tomorrow that lily may be looking down on you !" 


Er hsO DIE 
Webster defines "EPISODE" as: "An incident in the course of a series of events in a person's life or experience, etc. i 


The reason we thought you might be interested in the word EPISODE is that in the coming issues of SPARKS, Section One, 
The JOURNAL will be devoted to EPISODES ... short stories of experiences of and anecdotes that do not lend themselves 
to inclusion in "TALES OF THE WIRELESS PIONEERS" but should be recorded, to preserve this bit of memorabilia. 
Perhaps we will call them "NOSTALGIC EPISODES OF THE WIRELESS PIONEERS". We not only invite you to send in 
your anecdotes and material ( say not over 500 words) to fit into this section but also A NAME OR HEADING for the Section 
is invited. Please edit the material as much as possible as time is on your side - not that of Ye Ed. Also, perhaps if 
you have pictures to illustrate, drawings, etc. send them along. 


CLIFFORD HH. EMENY = 1133°PA  °(G3LPPF) 


"Cliff" lives with XYL Eileen at "Wheels" Main Road, Stone, St. Lawrence, Essex England. Recent letter... sends best 
wishes to all SWP'ers and staff. Likes the Call Book and SWP Publications... says they are 'Excellent'. CTHU Chit. 


SPARKS - SUPPLEMENT #1. 


MYRON D. PIERSOL 344-SGP (WSTYW) 


Myron reports from the "Show Me" State, that he is now 
married with new XYL "Dot". (Congrats). Also new Phone 
for listing: 314/645-1504. Now active on 20 with 400 watts 
and Tri-band beam. Swan 500-C, mostly CW and some SSB 
around 14330. Reports LESTER A. BENSON as a Silent Key 
Says ... "Directory & Call Book, simply great ! | love it.TU 


MORE MILES PER GALLON ! ! ! 


Treasurer LORIN G. DeMERRITT is not only tops with his 
fiscal responsibilities but knows his electronics ! He 
recently installed an Electronic Ignition System on Ye Ed's 
car which seems to be really doing its stuff. It wasa 
Delta "Mark Ten" capacitive discharge system with switch to 
cut it out if desired. Seems to work perfectly and a real 
good gadget on the car. Incidentally, Lorin is also a good 
carpenter and now building a new fence (redwood) along the 
edge of his place to screen out road traffic and noise. Lorin 
and Ye Ed get together now and then for a game of tossing 
the PONY-SLIPPERS. He takes about 24 games out of 25 
but Ye Ed is always striving for that 25th game ! 


TALKING ABOUT MORE MPG... You will notice an exper- 
iment starting on this page of double columning material.We 
note much white (unused) space on previous pages, hence 

it appears we can get more copy per page this way. Anyway 
its worth a try, especially with the high price of postage 
these days. It might be noted if you care to check that ONE 
of these pages will supply the same wordage as TWO pages 
of some of our contemporary copy. Not bragging - just 
statement of fact MAN ! 

ADAK ALASKA FOR DUTY 

Member PATRICK M. "Mike" O'BRIEN reports assignment 
with the USCG on the Cutter BALSAM for a couple of years 
duty. Home port will be ADAK. Says he hopes to be active 
on 20/90 meters. Call is KBLEN/1. Assignment in that 
area of the North Atlantic should produce some good stories 
Mike so we'll be looking for them. 


1974 CW COUNTY HUNTERS CONTEST 


Member Jim Hoffman, K1ZFQ (Old Coast Guardman) inform 
us of a contest to be held July 27th 0000 GMT to July 29th 
0600 GMT open to all. Certificates and trophies to be award- 
ed. Write Jim 319-PA or Ctc: County Hunters Net, c/o 
Jeffrey P. Bachner W9MSE, 64 North Pioneer Parkway, 

Fond du Lac, Wisc. 54935 


LEWIS E. DANES - 386-V (W3F2ZT) 


Note from "Lew" some time back informs he has new XYL 
"Helen" First wife 'Doris' passed on in 1971. Still lives 
in Edgewater Maryland ( Loch Haven Beach to be more 
specific). Lew is one of the real pioneers in Alaska. He 
was Chief of the ALASKA AERONAUTICAL & COMMUNICA- 
TION'S Station at NOME in 1939. Later he joined the CAA 
and was with them for thirty plus years. Lew says that BILL 
La Rue who many SWP 'ers know lives Edgewater also but 
hopes to sell out and move to Florida. Reported a very enjoy- 
able trip by car to the Pacific N. W. and southward to Calif. 
last year. 


CORNELIS GLERUM - 710-P (PA$GL) 


"Cor" who is SWP AREA DIRECTOR for Northern Europe 
sends (via John Holland) best wishes to all SWP'ers. He 
and wife Anna with another couple made an extensive trip 
through Canada and the US last year with a rented car. He 
came via Santa Rosa and visited many more enroute. Now 
we hear KARL BAARSLAG visiting Europe recently spent 
some time with Cor in Amsterdam (he ‘tives at rearby 
SCHORE (Holland). Cor's seagoing days date back to the 
SS ROTTERDAM/PEA in 1924. He was in the "Underground 
during WW-2. Many thrilling stories about "Albercht". 
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FLOYD J. BIRD 
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1327-P (W6E XE) 


Enjoyed hearing from Floyd g few months back. He is aboard the 
SS MISSION SANTA YNEZ. Hit port at Manchester, Washn. but 
having a bit of RADAR trouble so busy during sho t tanker stop in 
repairing same. Recalls early days at KCV OAKLAND when Ye 
Ed and Floyd started pushing code for CAA - only in those days it 
was the Aeronautical Branch of the U.S.Lighthouse Service. 
Floyd had just come over from Station K P H. Reports on old- 
timer Wayne Helfer 'XA" who is anchored in Long Beach. Said he 


' really enjoyed QSO with Gord Pascoe while in port at Manchester 


as it has been many years since he was in CTC. 


OWA BO UTaCAy (Ele Riz «CC HAIRS E:R ce 


Member ART JOHNSON - 44-P in a letter not too far back wonders 
WHY WE DON'T HAVE A HERTZ CHAPTER ? Thinks it would be 
an excellent name for one. Says if it hadn't been for old 
HEINRICH we might not have had radio. (Food for thought). 


Art is one of the true Veterans of the Airways and Air Mail 
System and also he is a pioneer in the wireless game. 


Our 1971 Year Book (Page 114) ask for verification re: Haraden 
Pratt's employment with Western Air Express. Art verifies. Says 
WAE got the original LAX-SLC mail route contract and began 
operation in April 1926. Pratt was employed to design, build and 
install radio equip. for WAE for PtP operation w/stations at 

Los Angeles (Montebello), Las Vegas and Salt Lake with pro- 
vision with additional station at Milford iff needed. Art's first 
recollection of Haraden Pratt (SWP 252-SGP - Deceased Aug. 18 
1969) was in 1919. Quoting Art: "I believe he was Federal Tel. 
Co. Engr. in Charge of a 2000 KW arc Xmtr at Lafayette near 
Bordeaux, call "LY". | was at Navy Central in Washington and 
we were assigned the job of making listening tests for "LY" which 
continued for several weeks. In 1921 | worked for Federal at San 
Francisco and Palo Alto and became acquainted with him. | 
didn't realize at that time though, that he was such a prominent 
old timer in our wireless business. Back to "LY", | believe the 
Xmtg wave length was 23,450 meters; longest wave signal | 

ever copied. Art says he has a pix of the operating crew at 

Navy Central circa 1919 or 1920 which he will furnish. It would 
be very welcome. A few of those in the pix include Tom Gale, 
O.D. Mitchell, Frank Barnhill, |.P. Wright and Art (among 
others). Art seems to be in good health although wife Stella 
has been in the hospital and ill for some time. We hope now, 
well on way to complete recovery. Art and Stella have been 
anchored in Santa Monica for many many years. Sends 73 to 

old friends. 


PEREGRINATION ALA WHITTAKER 


We tried to find a $15 word out of Mr. Funk and Wagnall's stock 
but could only find the above-one at bargain price of $4.98. Any 
way - we had in mind telling members of former Secretary 
Gerald A. Whittaker's travels during the past few months. He 
is No. 6-P (Charter Member) and W6FC. We recall in the past 
few months a trip to the Pacific N.W., then he and XYL Marge 
flew to Hawaii for a vacation on four islands, and at the moment 
they are on a trip by car to [OWA and way points. Jerry was on 
the SS Gresham, City of Sidney, Yale, Newport etc. back in 1924 
and later became Chief of Communications of the Alaska Region 
for CAA. He also did a stint with one of the Alaska Packers ana 
we hope to add his story to an article on Bristol Bay one of these 
coming issues. Jerry had to give up assisting SWP actively due 
to some trouble he has been having with his eyes. We are very 
appreciative of the help Jerry and Marge have given SWP in the 
past. 

1027-PA (DU-1-GQ) 


GENEROSO T. QUINTON - 


"GENER" whose QTH is Rizal Philippines, in a letter a few 
months ago from Vancouver, B. C., wanted to tell all SWP'ers 
73. He also wished to correct his call from DU-1-GO as listed 
to DU-1-GQ.__ Still going to sea. 

The Radical Left says it will work within the system. So do. 
ter mites. 


"SPARKS" NEWSLETTER SUPPLEMENT NO, 1. 


When you say " It's none of my 
business," don't spoil it with "but". 


Fear is a darkroom where negatives 
are developed. 


Inflation: When those who saved for 
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A credit card and a fountain pen 
Can get you into trouble,again and again 


No matter what your lot in life, build 
something on it. 


Belonging is one thing; taking part is 


a rainy day get soaked. 
SGTANEEY PAGHNER 


Stan is now anchored up at Alleghany, Calif. 95910 (can be 
reached through Gen. Dly. Says he thinks it would be FB to 
have a 'letter to the editor' section so fellows could read every- 
thing and everyone's ideas. Also perhaps could write to 
others to enjoy contacts via the mail box if not over the air. 
Stan had call 9DIO back in 1921 but no rig at present. Stan's 
first ship was the SS YOSEMITE/WDDT back in 1927. \hater at 
WGO Chicago and WGK 


ANTIQUE WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC. 


The June issue of the Association's "OLD TIMERS BULLETIN" 
inform us that the 1974 Historical Radio Conference will be held 
at the Sheraton Inn, Canandaigua, New York, Oct. 4-5-6. A 

Regional meeting this summer with the Indiana Historical Radio 
Society will be held at Stewart Center, Purdue Univ. June 22nd. 


We have found it very pleasant to work with AWA Officers and 
Directors, such as Charles Brelsford President (SWP 353-V); 
Bruce Kelley TA-15, Linc Cundall TA-19, Al Crum 583-P, 
Lou Moreau 25-TA, Thorn Mayes 1-TA. We have much in 
common and it affords much pleasure to be associated with them 
if only informally. 


RO Rnd LPO 844-PA (G3VCH) 


Roy says he is now on the SS. METHANE PRINCESS, 21,876 
Gross Reg. Tons carrying liquid methane between Algeria and 
London. WX Okay in Algeria but it bloody cold up the Thames. 
sends 73 to all at SWP. 

568-P ( 


Pek Pee WM aeco.C O'TT. 


Leslie was assigned the M/V WEST STAR and spent most of 
the winter and spring 'down under'. His ship was scheduled 
on a three week round trip starting at Papeete Tahiti to Suva 

Fiji and return. Guarantee of sufficient oil however curtailed 
the service so Les was able to return in time to attend Chapter 
Vi's meeting in late Feb. Les reported from Papeete that radio 
communications have been poor this year. 22 Mhz hopeless, 
16 Mhz fair but only a couple hours in PM. 8 Mhz hopeless at 
night because of heavy QRM from Japan and teleprinters. KPH 
& KFS unreadable. Luckily 6MHZ very good at night so he could 
keep Ctc. for traffic. 


OLD. "DF" 


Many have heard the story of "OLD DF". Member Frank M. 
Stinson whose homeport is Ellisville, Missouri relates the 
following and wonders if there is any connection. " In the 1973 
YB there was a story about QRM and "OLD DF" located ina 
swamp near Manhattan Beach, N.Y. When | was ayoung kid, 

| lived at Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn ajoining Manhattan Beach 
and there was a swamp between those towns and it was rumored 
that a radio station was once in the swamp. Also close by 
lived a doctor who had a big bell in his yard that was used by 
the Doctor's wife to call him when he was out back which was 
near the swamp. Whether or not there is any connection betwee 
this and Old DF, | don't know. After 50 years, details get 
kinda hazy. However | don't claim to have heard any signals 
from this station as it all happened before | was born and not 
interested in radio when | first heard the tale. Frank, who is 
SWP Member 491-V says he has met Conrad Proft 1007-PA 
who lives not far and active on 40 in AM, also hooked Sam Mc 
Intire of Pascagoula, Miss. He was in USCG radio school at 
New London with Frank. Frank says SPARKS - 1 was very 
enjoyable reading !. 


HOX ..- Where are you ? 


what membership is all about 


USNS HAYES (T-AGOR 16) 


SWP Member JOEL WEICHSELBAUM 1036-PA (W2ZXR) is 
now serving on what the Navy and Military Sealift Command say 
represents the most advanced design and engineering concepts 
in the fleet of U.S. Oceanographic research vessels. It is the 
first departure from conventional hull designs in the U.S. Navy 
oceanographic ship construction program with its CATAMARAN 
HULL. Because of its hull design, the HAYES provides an 
extraordinary amount of open deck area for scientific and project 
equipment. Cost tag - nearly 14 million dollars. Ina letter 
from "JOE" in late March, he says he has been away for some 
time of a 'so-called cruise. We do research under the sea,on 
the sea and above the sea. Did you ever hear of a ship deliber- 
ately searching for FOG ? So once we found it, we go right into 
it to conduct research on the formation of fog. That is us ! We 
have been to the Galapagos Islands conducting research on sea 
water, land formations, animal life and so on. Now in Pearl 
Harbor taking on fuel, stores. Joe says he just received SPARKS 
#1 enjoying it very much!. Says ... "From the way things 
look now, in about 10 years, with satellite communication 
systems in world-wide use and operation, radio operating will 
be completely changed. Automation will some day automate 
us out as C.W. operators. (Joe, | can remember when they 
told us that in about 1925). A story on the USNS HAYES 
would make interesting reading. Perhaps space will allow us 
to bring it in the near future. Joe's QTH: C/O F.P.O. 

New York - 09501. 


CALE SFORSINEWS 


We are at somewhat of a disadvantage this issue in bringing you 
Member News which was especially written for the SPARKS 
NEWSLETTER SUPPLEMENT. We hope all members wil] 
respond for coming editions with a short report on their activities 
and anything of special interest they think members would like 
to know about or would enjoy reading. Space, of course is 
limited so we ask members to pre-edit copy or condense it so 
that we can bring all the ESSENTIAL and INTERESTING NEWS 
to keep brother members informed. MARK THEM "N.L. for 
Newsletter Supplement. T.U. 


BYONG-JOO CHO 1243-PA (HMS5AP) 


"Cho" wrote to tell us that he is now assigned the M/V 
GERANIUM/5MY Z at Niigata Japan from where his letter was 
postmarked. She is a 18,000 ton bulk log carrier. The Ship 

and Cho touched at Port Angeles and other Puget Sound Ports 

a short while back. Cho was formerly on the M/V MIDAS 
APOLLO/6ZLV. Sends 73 to Staff and members. Temp: QTH 

is now c/o the M/V Geranium/5MYZ, The Eastern Shipping Co., 
Ltd. Shin Hibiya Cldg, 3rd Fl. 1--3-6 Uchisaiwai Cho, 
Chiyoda-KU, Tokyo, Japan. 

154-P (W7CJ) 


GEORGE COMSTOCK 


George who is anchored up in Idaho at a town called "Potlatch" 
says he really enjoyed the Directory and Call book. He has 
been in contact with W7AA, W7JY, W7DJ, etc. "Eby" ask 
him to send his 'History of the Wireless' to the Jack Binns 
Chapter Historian, Doc Burton in Tacoma which he did. We 
hope Doc. will furnish HQ. with some of this material as it 
should find a spot in SPARKS or the SUPPLEMENT. George's 
first assignments was the SS ALAMEDA/WAA back in 1916. 


| e 


S/S S@wys Sale 


HOW TO PREVENTA BIG SHIP FIRE AND GETA LITTLE BIT 
EVEN WITH THE SHIP'S SKIPPER. 


(Its so hot you'll have to turn to Page 8) 


"SPARKS" NEWSLETTER SUPPLEMENT No. 1. 


FIRE - (Continued from rage /) 


Repairing an HT transmitter (dump-bought in 
the United States and leased to Dutch owners ) 
on Coaster "PETER" and not trusting any re- 
pairs before | had left the ship, | tested the set 
again. Scenting a bad smell of burning insul- 
ation | looked into the set to determine the 
cause. The Master, anxious to be in on this 
was prodding me on to hurry and when he turned 
around, | found smoke curling from his hip-pock 
et caused by his lighter. The Captain's 'insul- 
ation' was aflame. Asareal "Sparks" | res- 
olutely put it out with a formidable slap in the burning region 
and being the Captain, | gave it some extra dash. 


-- Cor Glerum 710-P 
ALBERT L. WOODY - 539-P (W7WQ) 


"AL" has just made arrangements with Mrs. Ann Smalley of 
Cape Cod to publish a preview of her new book in the coming 
issue of SPARKS - 3. She operated on an oil tanker some 
years ago and the book is about her experiences. We think you 
will enjoy the coming narrative. Incidentally, Al lives around 
the corner from JOE D. WILLIAMSON who lives at 285 Shannon 
Drive, S. E., Winslow WA. 98110. Our good member Walt 
Schreiber 94-P ran across Joe last summer on a trip up Puget 
Sound Way. Joe has upwards of 20,000 odd negatives, mostly 
of SHIPS... that was his business. He has retired but still 
has his studio at home and can supply pix of most ships that 
used to sail the West Coast. If interested in getting a copy of 
a pix of an old rust bucket you sailed, just write Joe. Incident- 
ally, he also co-authored several sea-going books (Pacific 
Coastal Liners, Pacific Lumber Ships etc.). Al FS. SS LAKE 
GEYSER/KULD in 1920. He is one of our staunch boosters 
and gives us a good report from the northern Puget frontier. 


PROF. "HERB" SCOTT TAKES A LOOK AT "OUTER SPACE" 
COMMUNICATIONS. 


Did you ever stop to think of some of the practical problems 
which exist in communication with the relative short intersteller 
distances as those to the planets of our sun ? Let us assume 
that we have colonies on these planets, never mind the prac- 
ticality of them for now. As you know, radio waves are pro- 
pagated in space at the speed of light, that is 186,000 miles per 
second. Following is a table showing the distance between 
Earth and the planets at their closest approach to earth. 


PLANET MILES FROM EARTH PLANET MILES FROM EART 
VENUS 25,500,000 SATURN 797,000, 000 
MARS 48,000,000 URANUS 1, 767,000,000 
JUPITER 397, 000, 000 NEPTUNE/PLUTO (Ignore) 


Now ... At speed of propogation it takes the following time to 


reach: 
VENUS 1.67 minutes SATURN Nybdetalie on Mire 
MARS 4.3 minutes URANUS Px are Vesistaaiines 


JUPITER 35.6 minutes. 


Let us assume now, as an example, that you call a number of 
some friend on Mars. It takes 4.3 minutes for your call to 
arrive on Mars. Presume that it is answered immediately. 
Mars 'hello' reaches Earth 4.3 minutes later. It is then over 8 
minutes before you get areply ! Then you ask to speak to Mr. 
Ozone who, when he comes on the line after 4.3 minutes for 
the request to get to Mars. Upon his reply, ' What can | do for 
you ?" again eight minutes have transpired. So you tell him 
what you want which takes the 4.3 minutes to get to him, etc., 
ad infinitum ! Other planets further away would present an 
even more difficult conversational program ! ... so figures our 
good member Herb who seems to find fun and relaxation in 
playing with his slide rule. 


'“BAILL"™ALARS ENAI13=P. i) GWBEJIOJ) 


We received some disturbing news in early Feb. 
thadt our good member "Bill" reported in dry-dock Feb. 4th due 
to a fall and broken hip. Bill has been out for some time and 


has made substantial progress - now back on the air etc. 


He is one of the 'anchor-men! for the FAA Net of which PAUL 
Para. 2 upper right. 
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A MESSAGE TO NON-MEMBERS: 
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JOKE FROM "OFF THE CIRCUIT" 


Father to Sparks courting his daughter: "Do you 
have any money in the bank ?" 


Sparks - "Certainly" 
Father - "How much ?" 


SPARKS - "| really don't know just how much. 
| haven't shaken it lately." 
OOOkOOO 


REPORT BY ED MARRINER 


Ed says he recently visited IRV HUBBARD and reports IRV now 
81 year plus in good health but limps a bit. Irv's XYL Pearl 
had a stroke last Feb. but coming along Okay. Reports Irv has 
been writing articles and recently published a story in the Senior 
Citizens Press ( Dec. 1973) entitled... "A 55 YEAR OLD 
SECRET" This is a whopper of a story of his experience during 
WW-1. On board ship... imagine... going all the way to 
Honolulu without knowing how to turn on the rig and a SKIPPER 
WHO DID NOT KNOW HOW TO NAVIGATE ! Ed would like to 
have us list the following for sale: 


SHIPBOARD MILL (Beat up w/square type) $20 plus shipping 
(it works good). ALSO A $AG7-6L Rig about 10-watts. Very 
suitable for 3555 kc . $30 plus shipping. Well built and spare 
tubes included. Ctc. Ed. W6BLZ, 528 Colima St. La Jolla,CA. 


BILL LARSEN - CONTINUED. 


R. COLBY W4JVA, 16 Camelia Drive, Ormond Beach, Fla. 
32074 is Chief Operator. Paul by the way is SWP TA-6. He 
has been instrumental in brining in many new members for the 
Society thrjaugh his contacts on his FAA RETIREE HAM NET 

If you are an old FAA man you might enjoy tuning in the following 
scheds: Each Sunday SSB 3950 1430 GMT(Std time) 1330 
GMT (Daylight time(; EACH MONDAY CW 14072 1600 GMT STD 
1500 GMT DAYLIGHT. EACH MONDAY SSB 14240 1630 GMT 
Std. 1530 GMT DAYLIGHT. Many of the SWP members were in 
the (now) FAA. It progressed through the years from the Aero- 
nautical Branch of the USLHS ( that was after Commerce took 
over from the POD), then C.A.A. etc.. Bill Larsen is also one 
of the Pioneers of the early AIR MAIL SERVICE. He and wife 
Ann are GRAND PEOPLE. Perhaps that is one reason so many 
FAA'ers FCC'ers etc. have come to Vista to live. 


MAGIC ON THE HIGH SEAS 


A magician was performing aboard a luxury liner. He seemed to 
be entertaining everyone except a parrot that watched from its 
perch in the lounge. With everything the magician made dis- 
appear, the parrot shouted, "Faker!". 


Suddenly there was an explosion and the ship finally sank. The 
parrot landed on a raft occupied by the solitary magician. After 
two days adrift at sea, the parrot finally spoke up. "All right, 
you win. What did you do with the ship ?" 


Bris O DIE 


Then the time when | was on the USSB NILE built in Seattle 
KOSD, ona trip around the world, transiting the Suez Canal, the 
tides caught the big ship and she went crossways in the canal 
with the bow in Asia and the stern in Africa. We tied up all 
Canal traffic until next day when the tide changed and a swarm 
of tugs pulled her free !_ Ste is now on the rocks off the coast 
of North Africa near Algiers. 


Incidentally, the ship | was on at the particular time, the USSB 
WEST BOTOMSKA rescued the USSB COHASSET which was the 
ship that rescued ole Ray Myers when his submarine, the 
NAUTILUS, had to be towed into port or abandoned -- | have 


forgotten. 73 from an old 'seagoing cowpolk" 


JIM CALDWELL - 10-P 


HECKLER: Sir, has it ever occurred to you that half of commun- 
ication is listening ? 


"SPARKS" 


NEWSLETTER SRN A SINT 


SIGNAL: ELECTRIC, LEARNE.A'S. SET 


The Society is in receipt of Signal key and sounder from our 
Member Bill Colbert - 1064-PA. He shipped it to John Elwood 
who undertook to refinish and restore it - doing an A-1 job. We 
add it to our collection of artifacts which we can use as the 
occasion justifies, at hamfests, and displays the Society might 
wish to take part in on future occasions. Thanks to both Bill 
for the equipment and to John for about 75 hours he put in on 

its rehabilitation. 


SILENT KEY - NON-MEMBER. 


Gord Pascoe, our Senior Vice President reported the passing of 
RUSS THRAPP who died May 14 1974 at Great Falls, Montana. 
He was not a member of SWP but well known in communication 
in the Pacific Northwest. No details available. 


REO Riga ONG RADIOR REX! 


There is only ONE "Radio Rex" of course and that is GILSON 
VANDER VEER WILLETS who retired from a very active life in 
the Wireless/Radio game to Villa Grande on the Russian River 
in California. Rex was an early day operator, first ship the 
SS EL ORIENTE/KKV circa 1913. Since then, he operated 
most of the larger ships and at some important stations - one 
of the top 'key-men!' of his day. Later he took a 'flyer' into 
the BDC Station operation and his experience/s have been 
legend. He managed or built stations WOS, WOC, WRNY, 
WDBO, KFWI, etc. etc. Heretired about 1948 due to health 
problems after being a columnist for the Scripps-Howard News- 
paper chain. Among other accomplishments, he was the 
FOUNDER OF VWOA, Chairman of the de Forest Pioneers, etc. 
He was also the first HISTORIAN for the Society. He had to 
decline other offices due to workload in his extensive POSTAGE 
STAMP BUSINESS. 


Rex has been Chairman of the Russian River Aquatic Park Auth- 
ority, the Villa Grande Chamber of Commerce etc. etc. Due 
to deteriorating health he has had to give these up and has been 
unable to attend air recent meetings. A few months ago his 
lifelong companion, XYL BUNNY had to enter the hospital for 
serious surgery. She remains in the Gravenstein Convales- 
cent Hospital in Sebastopol. The head physician says she will 
not come home but Rex keeps his faith. Ye Ed would like to 
suggest letters of hope and good will from members, especially 
those who knew Rex in bygone days. However, please make it 
plain that you do not expect an answer as Rex is unable to cope 
with any deluge of mail. 


Incidentally, Rex sent us one of his prize cartoons which he 
came by while working for Scripps-Howard. He had the idea 
that perhaps we might publish it in SPARKS - THREE and 
invite members to furnish a clever caption for it. Thisisa 
wonderful idea and we will follow through on it. SRI about 
the sad news but we have to 'tell it as it is’. Our heart goes 
out to this wonderful gentleman who has done so much for 
wireless and the industry in the last fifty plus years. - 30 - 


FORCED. OSCILLATIONS 


Our good member Arthur P. Stark 1155-V (See Page 58 of 
Sparks - 2) reports that the CANADIAN POSTAL SERVICE is 
again functioning so mail problems should be over. He plans 
to visit Vancouver and Victoria in June ( two or three weeks) 
and hopes to see or contact quite a few SWP members up that 
way. Art says..." By the way, would you believe that at the 
official opening of the Amateur Station -VE3JW - they put 
power on the old 10-inch coil, using the old key from VAS. 
Probably the last Class "B" signals to be heard ! VE3JW is 
located at the Science Museum and is a memorial station for 
Canada's first blind Amateur. Thanks to Art for some good PR 
in getting the "ONTARIO AMATEUR to give us a write-up in 
their good paper. We also acknowledge the loan of a color 
print from the DOC which Art has arranged. We hope to use it 
at an early date - it is of an old time 10-inch coil. 


A good boss is a guy who takes a little more than his share of 
the blame and a little less than his share of the credit. 


SUMMER REA 


WILLIAM H. "BILL" SHAW 371-SGP (WB2VEVJ) 


A card from Bill's son Henry dated June 3rd reported that his 
father has been knocked hard by a virus. He would appreciate 

get well cards and notes. He is 85 years old. Worked for Marconi 
Wireless at Cape May in 1910. He has been active in traffic nets 
at WB2VEJ. Early amateur call "WS" 1906. Bill handled an SOS 
from the SS TURRIA which went ashore on Brigantine Shoals on 
Christmas Eve ina blinding NE snow storm in 1911. The Coast 
Guard Revenue Cutter Seneca RCE was unable to get out of Thomp- 
kinsville L.I. NY until Christmas day to remove Pgrs from the 
ship. Capt. Geo. Blackman in Charge of the Forked River Life 
Saving Station at the time said crew launched their boat 3 times 
only to have it capsize and wash back on the beach. 


"BQ" s FROM "OLD BART" 


DEXTER S. BARTLETT (OLD BART) P-145 has furnished us a 
wealth of material for publication. Some of it has been used and 
one particularly outstanding article which took months of time 
and effort is what he titles .. ."COMMUNICATION FIRSTS". 

It lists chonologically the 'firsts' complete with bibliographic 
reference. "Bart" is now the Society's Historian and he has 
taken the assignment seriously and has spent much time in 
research on SWP material for which we are all indebted. One of 
the major problems is the fact that historians of the 'early days' 
have made mistakes and future chroniclers will copy these 
mistakes. Hence an error made long ago may be accepted as 
authentic today simply because sufficient care or research was 
not taken at the time to verify or validate the report. It is 
realized that any such record as that which will be printed will 
have certain items challenged, however Bart says that he will 
welcome minute checking and a report on any error that can be 
detected. This will make it possible to republish, in time, the 
historic firsts. Regret to report Bart had a little trouble with 
his pumper but reports he can resume his 'mile' walk daily 
which seems to keep him in trim. His heart specialist did tell 
him to knock off the pipe which Bart has been using for some 
sixty plus years. Bart says its 'rough' but one must compromise 
in such circumstances. He reported attending the JACK BINNS 
meeting and a swell time. 


From the files of 40 years ago, Bart brings us this ‘peculier 
report of a marine tragedy which happened May 16, 1934. The 
lightship NANTUCKET, stationed 55 miles off Nantucket Island 
was equipped with one of those new fangled radio beacons. The 
big liner Olympic in a dense fog was so faithfully and accurately 
following her radio compass course that she plowed into the poor 
Nantucket, cutting her in half with the loss of four out of eleven 
of her crew. Thesteamboatinspectors blamed the Olympic Cap- 
tain for not taking cross bearing from Cape Cod's beacon and not 
having lookouts listening for the Nantucket's powerful fog horn. 


Item: In the days of $70.00 per month wireless operators, one 
old timer wrote to a wireless school that was advertising... "See 
the world with big pay." He asked where those big paying jobs 
were, as after ten years he could not find one. Their answer 
was, "You must be very, very dumb." 


FROM HUDSON BAY WITH LOV///ICEBERGS. 


Member Dave McBay 1353-PA who joined the 

Society in January sent us a number of 

pix of his assignment up on HUNDSON's 
BAY at Station "VAY" (Hudson Str- 

aits). We hope to publish them in 

an early issue of SPARKS. We 

think you will agree, that life at 

a station such as VAY in the 

Far North brought some 

problems which we do not 

often think of: QTH: is 

Sardeletah Nelag ae 

Fowler Drive. E2J 

3K4, Canada. 

More to follow 

on this 

story. 

de 

Ox 
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NEW MEMBERS 


Recorded on this page is a listing of NEW MEM 
BERS who have joined since "SPARKS" went 
to press about 3 weeks ago. If you knew them 
as shipmates or colleagues during the years you 
went to sea - or if they are in your neighborhood 
why not . . . give them a call and welcome 
them into the Society. Renew an old friendship 
or make a new one. _ It will make you both feel 
real good. That is what the Society is all 
about.. If we have new members join before 
this NEWSLETTER SUPPLEMENT is completed 
we will include their names on next to last page 


1433-PA__ FIORE, JOSEPH "Joe" () 
54 Melrose Road, K200QZ 


Huntington, N.Y. 11746. T: 516/549-5036 


FS: 1962 - USNS GEN. BLATCHFORD/NXBA 
QSP: Saw Complimentary copy in ROU Union Hall (Sparks) 


1434-V 


WA "Milt" (Bea) 
166-36 24th Road, Flushing, New York 113857 212/352-7595 
FS: 1931 SS. BARBARA/WMCP Joined CAA 1939. Assigned 
WSY until 1941 then operated CW from WSY OFACS. Joined 
ARTC around 1950 and retired 1969. M: ARRL, OOTC, QCWA. 
AMATEUR: W2SF. Join net ? Yes. Early call W2AII/1928 
QSP: Frank J. Orcutt P-1319 


1435-P 

WRIGHT, GERALD K. "Shorty" 
P.O. Box 547, Duncan, B. C. Canada 604/748-2501 

FS: 1932 - STATION CFH - Halifax. Other assignments incl. 
Station/s CFF Ottawa, HMCX SAGUENAY YQ, RCAF 1935/55 
Now assigned Earth Satellite Station Lake Cowichan as Tech- 


(Connie) 


nologist. M: SET BC. QSP: Dave Smith, Sec.Tres. Chapter 
XVI. Non-amateur. 
1436-PA 


HINDE , NORMAN 
P.O. Box 664, 
Lakefield, Ontario, KOL 2HO Canada. 705/652-3298 
AMATEUR: VE3EZH/1972. Join net ? More info rad. 

FS: 1938 - SS BELFORT - NY to Glasgow for scrapping. 1939- 
1945 Royal Canadian Navy,Discharged as Chief P.O. Telegraph- 
ost/ 4 years at sea and 2 on instructional duties. Held British 
P.M.G."Certificate of Proficiency" in R/T. issued 1925. Move 
to Canada 1928. M: Can adian Amateur Radio Federation and 
Radio Sco. of Ontario. QSP: Art. Stark - 1155V 


"Norm" (Christiee) 


1437-V 
DOCKENDORE, JOSEPH P. 
220 Pamela Avenue, Apt. #1, San Jose, Calif. 95116 

Phone: 408/259-3774. AMATEUR: W6UL/73. Early 5SR/24 
Join net ? In future, yes. 
FS: 1927 - SS SARAMACCA/KLH. Served in Airmail, Route 
4 w/U.S. Army when they took over flying the mail. Served at 
Elko and Memphis with DOC, Stations KCJ and WWAU. 
MEMBER - SOS/CQD'ers CLUB: Fall 1952 on SS KAREN 
OLSON off Oregon Coast. USCG unable come to rescue due 
heavy seas. Jettisoned lumber and able resume at 2 or 3 knots. 
EIC Two branches Fed. Security Agency (Ky). Supv. 12 
Educational FM Sta, also Ky. Highway Patrol Sys. During war 
OIC PtP School USCG, Camp Crowder Mo. Also in 1943 was 
first Army Officer to assume duties when SC took over Univ. of 
Calif. at Davis. Retired ARA Dec. 69. QSP: Ed. Marriner. 
Ed was former student at Frank Wiggins Trade School, LAX 
circa 1939-40. 


1438-V 

HARTLING, EDGAR RR. "Ed" 

6 Garden Drive, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada - B3A 2Y9 
AMATEUR: VE14AIF/1972. Join net ? Yes. 902/466-7160 
FS: 1934 - SS HOLMWOOD/VOCV. Also served on various 
ships and trawlers until 1937. 1937 Tfrd to Marine Div. RCMP. 


Served on various ships of that force as R/O 
during heyday of the 'rum-runner' WW2 in 
Royal Canadian Navy in Pacific 3 yrs, and 3 
yrs as Instructor in Radio School. Rejoined 
Marine Div. RCMP and placed in Chg. Comm. 
for Prov. Nova Scotia. Volunteers most 
offices. Can type and willing help. QSP: A.P. 
STARK 1155-V. 


1439-PA 
BA ANA . "BUZZ" «' (Ruth 


P.O. Box 512, Ajo, Ariz. 85321. 

Phone: 602/387-6749. AMATEUR:WN7WFB 
1973. Join net ? Psbly. 

FS:1943 - USCG, Chicago Radio - NWP. Other 
assignments: USCG Greenland Radio NOI, USCG Boston Radio 
NMF. M: ARRL. QSR: Unk. 


1440-PA 

AUGUSTINE, CHARLES A. "Charlie" (Martha) 

Apartado 3, Tres Rios, COSTA RICA. Phone: None. 

FS: 1942 - Rio Hato - USA Airfield, Rep. Panama/WXVA. 
Guatemala City WYRF, San Jose Guatemala WXVA ,Albrook 
Feild CZ. WZA, Ellington Field Texas - WYYR, Vienna Austria 
to 1948. M: Mars, AFCEA. Volunteers help where he can. ~ 
AMATEUR: TI3GFR/1973. Early K4COI/1955. Join net ? Not 
at present. QSP: William C. Willmot K4JPF. 


1441-PA 

A be 

STR.LABIRINT NR. 33, Constanta, Romania. Phone: 17202 
FS: 1965 - SS BUCURESTI/YQSO. Other assignments: Buzau 
YQSP, MARAMURES/YQAT, ALBATROS?YQAN, MOLDOVA/ 
YQSL, BRAILA/YQSS, MARAMURES/YQAJ, CARANSEBES/ 
YQBB, etc. 

AMATEUR: YO4-2594-MM 1966. M: MMARC No. 488, Also 
IMMARC. YO-DX Club. Int'l. Shortwave Leaque, QRP, CHC 
Volunteers: Says glad to help on special projects. etc. 

QSP: Bill Breniman 


1442-PA 

BAKER, EARL C. "Earl" (Wauneta) 

9819 Edgar Place, LaMesa, Calif. 92041. Phone: 714/460-0801 
AMATEUR: K6MG-1974. Early OX3BF/1946. 

FS: 1944 - Midway Island NQM. Other Assignments incl. NAF 
Narsarssauk, Greenland NOI, USS Forrest Royal NBHE, USN 
COMSTA Seattle NPC, Colo Springs, USS Floyd B. Parks 
NBIC, USN COMSTA Guam NPN 1959/63; USN Electronics 
Instructor San Diego. Staff ComServGru/Servrun One in USS 
Jason; Staff Comphibron Three in USS Geo. Clymer APA-27; 
Retired to Fleet Reserve USN as Master Chief Radioman circa 
Oct. 1966. Retread: SS Alaska Bear WGK, SS Trans Globe 
WSAX, SS Gainesville Victory, WQGU, 1968 to present (1974) 
SS TRANSCOLORADO/KOEW. °_M: ARRL, ARA, MMARC, 
Fleet Reserve Assn. QSP: Warren A. Simmons-9%-V 


1443-P4 

SPIDELL, ROBERT EDWIN "Bob" (Didi) 

4529 Evansdale Road, Woodbridge, Va. 22191. P:703/670-5096 
FS: 1963- C.I.A. Washington, etc. (Classified). 

AMATEUR: W4EZW/1965. Early WN1HDW/1954. Join net ? No. 
M: ARRL, QRP Int'l. QSP: John Elwood. 


1444-V 

McAVOY, RAYMOND A. "Ray" (Peg) 

1550 Lenape Drive, Miami Springs, Fla. 33166.P 305/887-2998 
FS: 1935- SS EL CAPITAN/WICF. Also assigned: SS Somerset 
WFCO, SS Wyoming KOJJ, SS Lexington KJPM. 1936 with 
Eastern Airlines Miami WEEM, Washn. WEEK, Miami to 1955 
AMATEUR: W4GOG/1939. Early call W8FXF/1932. Join net? 
Possibly. H: Flying and Amateur Radio. 

QSP: Pete Fernandez. 


1445-P 


LEE, WALTER O. "Walter" (Emma) 
41 Oldfield Road, Sputhampton, N.Y. 11968 P :516/283-2147 


FS: 1920 - CAPE MAY. (Continued on next page) . 


ESPARKSOVUNEWSLEATER SUPPLEMENT 


this Association! 
yr belongs to YOU! 


Continued from Page 10. 


Other assignments incl: SS/s Lake Ogden 
Luxpalile, Mohawk, Concord, Siboney, Mexico, Saugus, Mount 
Hope, Ohioan, Leviathan, USS Sangamon, Mount Ver non, La 
Salle, Wasatch, Flying Trader, Sea Lady, Grethe, Luisa, Marri 
mac, Silver Gull, James Mackay, Hope, Exford, Seatrain San 
Juan, Buckeye State, “American Oriole to 1974. Also duty at 
Stations: WST New London, Lost Harbor, Alaska WSA, East 
Hampton, WSL Amagansett, etc. 
SOS/CQD CLUB: 1925 SS SAUGUS - hit iceberg and sank. 
QSP: John F.'Tex' DeBardeleben W4TE. 


1446-V 

GENER. "Gene" (Greta) 
3513 Barranca Road, San Marcos, Calif. 92069. 714/727-2734 
FS: 1928 - SS LIBBY MAINE/KDV. Other Assignments incl: 
SS/s. Pres. Grant, Adm. Moser, Station W7XF (Robert Dollar 
SS Co.) Pres. Pierce, Adm. Peoples, Northwestern, Station 
WPN Dollar SS Co., Skowl Arm Alaska KHD, KHF, KILO, 
KILQ. Also 1935-41 Icy Straits Salmon Co. Hoonah Alaska 
KGS, KIOB, etc. Later Test Engr. Convair, San Diego; Univ. 
of Washn. as Chief Electronis Tech., Eleetric Co. Seattle and 
64/72 "Instruments, Inc.". AMATEUR: K6IE/1957. Early 7LC 
1920.M: ARRL, ACA, IRE, ARTA, IBEW, etc. (some Ex.) 
QSP: Eugene Price, SWP 79. 


1447-PA 

DUANE, DONALD A. "Don" (Ginny) 

RD-2, 323 Shadybrook Lane, Forked River, N.J. 08731 

Phone: 609/693-2714. AMATEUR: K2llY/1954. Join net ? NF. 
FS: 1950 USS ABBOT-NIVW. Other assignments incl: SS/s: 
Stanvac HontiKong, Saucon, USNS Gen. LeRoy Eltings, Sacon 
Satucket, Samoset, Shabonee, Sachem, Atlantic Navigator, 
Tuckerton NU STATION WSC 1959-60 Texaco (T)Nevada, 
lieeeMiss.,. LAs enING 2 Koc AmraNebenaVyOugmricts, VWiSc., 
Conn., Fla., Mont., Okla., Maryland, Wyo. Minn. Ill. NY., 
(Still with Texaco) on new ticket.M: Texaco Radio Officers 
Assn. QSP: Not shown. 


1448-PA 

TAKEUCHI, HIROMASA "Hiro" (Sachiko) 

3-504, Nogami, 6-chome, Takarazuka 665, Hyogo Pref. JAPA 
Phone: 0797-72-8539. AMATEUR: JA3QBM/1968. Join net ? 
Yes. Early JA1WMC/1966. 

FS: 1956 - SS NAGISAN MARU/JDCS. 

Also served on: SS/s: Sumiyoshi Maru JMVV, Ryusho 
Maru JGHY, Kishin Maru JERK, Nagisan Maru JDCS, 1968/71: 
Okinawa Aeronautical Radio Station KUB. PARTICIPATION: 
Yes. Offers act as Liaison Officer, etc. M: JARL. (At present, 
Mgr. Adm. Acf Ground Handling Co., at Osaka, Int'l. Airport. 
(See copy of letter on Page 12 which is quite interesting re: 
condx in Japan) 


1449-V 

GORMSEN, SVENDT. "Ted" (Virginia) 

7288 Alana Road, Jacksonville, Fla. 32211. 904/744-4266 
AMATEUR: W4S2Z/74. Early W8UEJ/1939. Join Net ? NF. 
FS: 1929 SS CITY OF CLEVELAND/WNCM. Other assignment 
SS Dean Emery KOFG, SS Greater Buffalo WSBH, Also worke 
short period on SS EASTERN STATES, Western States & S.S. 
Greater Detroit. M: ARRL QCWA.. QSP: FLORIDA SKIP. 


Please turn to Page 17 for continuation of new member listing. 
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heecOMP UE IGES SHAE DD. JO6s 5 CORD) 
----THE POST OFFICE DO US IN. 1! ! 


The following letter from Member Harry R. Lord 238-P, tells 
the story of how our best efforts come to naught when the 
Slow Turtles automate your mailing: Here is Harry's story: 


"Dear Bill: Thought you would want to know? (as more members 
might have received their recent mailing of "SPARKS"* in poor 
condx. Definitely the mail - clerk where you mailed out Sparks 
fed them, OR MINE FOR SURE, either through an out-of-adjustm 
ment stamp cancelling machine, or he tried to feed these 

thicker and higher dimesion "SPARKS" booklet through the 
regular #5 and #8 letter size cancelling machine. RESULTS: It 
chewed up the stamp-leading and bottom "SPARKS" side of 

the booklet, and even insi e inclosed 1974 CALENDAR was 


damaged. (worked in POST-OFFICE many years ago doing 
these different jobs ) !t almost looked like a complete shred- 
ding job?" 


Well we sent Harry another copy but we didn't get far with our 
Post Office. (*) This was on SPARKS 1 mailed in late Jan. 
and early Feb. We would like to receive reports on how our 

last mailing of SPARKS - 2 comes through. We do not have 
any extra copies to mail due to short press run. However, if 
copies come through mutilated; we will have to provide heavier 
protective covers or go to some other form. Please let us know. 
Thanks Harry. 


WANTS STORY OF MUTUAL WIRELESS CO. OF HONOLULU 


Letter from ALBERT C. "AL" FOX of Santa Rosa, as follows: 


Bill Breniman: Maybe | missed it. | see no reference in Sparks 
1 #2 to Mutual Wireless Co. of Honolulu. This company is one 
of the real pioneer outfits. They had an inter-island telegraph 
(radio) circuit back in the late 1890's. | worked this circuit in 
1936 or 1937 as relief operator over on Kauai.. At that time they 
were using P-8 tube converted from the old navy Spark rig, also 
an inter-island telephone circuit of pioneer design by RCA. Tubes 
expressly made for this circuit some where in the 40-50 mc range 
KHK orignally at Kahuku circa 1903 (?). | saw old Marconi 

35 KW Rotary Spark serial # something like #35. | worked at 
KHK for about 3 years. Elvyn Livesey Chief Op. 

PS. Many people thought Mutual Telephone Co., was RCA 
controlled. Not so. Kahuku was sold to RCA and they built 
their Alexanderson Alternator Station there. KHK moved to 
Wahiawa and was sold to RCA way afterward, circa 1945 or so. 
KHK WAHIAWA is no more. Suggest someone contact this 
company for details. S/Af. 


Thanks Al. | am sure members would like to hear the Mutual 
Tel Story. | am quite interested because in the early days | 
used to know Doc Cook who was in charge. Also some of the 
fine ops like Buch etc. Later in 1927 and 28 when | ran to 
Honolulu on the City of Los Angeles, | used to go out to Wahiawa 
every trip (almost ritual). Old shipmate, VernonL. Goldsmith 
SS Santa Cruz/WBD 1919 insisted on my staying the first night 
in Hu. with them which I generally did. Perhaps some of our 
members now such as Geoff Lloyd 428-SGP who worked KFiK 

for many years can dig up the material on it. At one time, Dick 
Johnstone told me he had some good material on Mutual but it 
seems to have vanished. Incidentally, we would like to 
publish the story of all major stations of the world. It is not 
that we don't want to but merely, background material on most 
of them seems somewhat difficult to come by. Hence this 
appeal to members for pictures and stories on all major stations. 
This kind of data is priceless tous.. At least ONE copy of 
Sparks seems to have reached it address ! 


"THIRTY" - - "30" (END FINIS PAU KAPUT TERMINATION... 


Our good member DONALD K. de NEUF (117-P) in researching 
the origin of certain signals gives us the explanation of how the 
sig..."30" started. He says, "Interestingly enough, the inter- 
national signal ...-.-(SK) was adopted from the old American 
Morse characters for '30" which were just that ...-.- (3) plus 
a long dash for the zero. But where did the signal "30" itself 


originate ? (Continued on Page 43) 


"SPARKS" NEWSLETTER SUPPLEMENT 


FROM NEW JAPANESE MEMBER - HIRO TAKEUCHI - 1448-P 


We think you may be interested in Hiro's letter addressed to 
Mr. John Elwood, VP and Chairman Membership Committee. 


"Dear Mr. Elwood: 

| am very pleased to have your solicitation to SWP. Enclosed 
is my application plus dues. As you know well, they have the 
their own CW code for Japanese phorietic alphabet and it's the 
easiest way for a JA Sparks to get contact with, even ham radio 
QSO-n 


There are a lot of old sparks who have came back into ham radio 
in here and I'm very fond of listen to their talk about old times 
or legend of ships. Sorry to say, most of them are unable to 
speak fluently in English. 


In fact, there is a group called "AKUYU-KAI" or "Dirty Old 
Companion" in English, consist of Old Sparks who are enjoying 
ham radio in Japan and they are playing very high-speed and 
professional type CW conversation among themselves including 
me, in practice on 40 meters CW band, so very few amateur ca 
understand what they are talking in CW and the group refuses 
non-professional to join their chat. 


Yes, there are slight differences between SOWP and DOC, 
especially social activity but the spirit of pioneer and their 
pride are belong to the same family. |! guess, the equivalent 
situation will come on or already happened all over the world, 
if there is a real Spark who is thinking about the glory and the 
future of the brass-pounder. 


| do hope SOWP organize all regional activities of this purpose 
in the world to be a Society and your eager effort to net all 
countries should be welcomed by all Sparks in the world." 


13 H. Takeuchi 


SEYMOUR (SY) STRAUSS - 826-PA 


Sy who is currently anchored at Fremont, Calif. says he may 
be transferring (FAA) to Computer Complex in Kansas City. He 
is EX WBR Miami, WSY NY, WHZ Balboa, KIS Anchorage. 
Looks like he has hit his share of OFACS. Active a bit on 40 
W4IKU/6 and still listens to CW, both ham and Commercial. 
SPARKS Vd. 1No. 2 was "FB" ... enjoyed it a lot. 73 to 
all his old friends. (FS: was USCGC Icarus/1941). 


Composed Especially for the "WIRELESS PIONEERS" 


THE SAIL 


| saw a little sail, on a wide, wide blue sea, 

Just a tiny speck in the distance, sailing away from me 

| watched it on the horizon, framed against the sky, 

Watched it till it slipped away, and there alone stood |. 
a5 


Sometimes | wish that | could sail across that wide 
blue sea. 


Away from all the grief and care, that never set me free 


Just a tiny speck in the distance, sailing on and on, 


Till | reach the horizon's edge, and slip away beyon. 


F. Anthony Blankenship 


THE GIRL WHO SAILED AS "SPARKLET" ON A TANKER. 


The clipping from the Boston Evening American, May 7 1943 

is an introduction to Anne L. Smalley of Cape Cod. During the 
winter of 1935 she served aboard the Tanker SS TOLEDO of 
Cities Service. Her story will appear in an early issue of 
SPARKS. Noteworthy is an endorsement of T.R. McElroy, 
world's champion radio-telegraphis who says ...she is a very 
fine operator in all its branches. See upper right. MTF. 


@) 


7, 1943 


FRIDAY, MAY 
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VET OF SHIP 
TO JOIN SPARS 


With a background of rn 7 achievement as the only woman 
radio operator in the history of American Merchant Marine annals 
to serve aboard a tanker, Miss Anne Lucille Smalley, 32, of Harwich- 
port, Cape Cod, will leave tomorrow as a Spar for basic training at 


Smith College. 

Petite and vivacious, with an 
ancestral heritage of the sea, Miss 
Smalley will take up Uncle Sam’s 
endeavors, hopeful that some day 
she will be able to tick out Morse 
code .in a Coast Guard station 
along the New England seacoast. 

Quick of speech and alert of 
mind, the young woman told a 
story of personal accomplishment 
as a flier and tanker radio oper- 
ator that would do justice to the 
pen of Jack London. 


KEPT CODE TICKING 
Vividly she recalled how, tied 


with rope to her chair in the wire- 
less room, she kept the code tick- 


Hatteras in its run of eastern sea- 
board ports of call a few years 
ago when for five months she was 
the énly woman aboard. 

“And, if I had the opportunity, 
I'd do it all over again,” she quick- 
ly added. ‘The men were all gen- 
tlemen and treated me with ut- 
most respect, unmindful that I was 
a woman. At first, they were 
stunned by my appearance on 
deck. They were superstitious 
about it. But after a while, they 
accepted me as a member of the 
crew.” 

It wasn’t a stunt that Miss 
Smalley took the job. It was be- 
cause she was an apt student of 


ing away fast as the tanker pushed | code, qualified for the post and 
through angry waters off Cape got it on merit. She had studied 
at the Massachusetts Radio and 
Telegraph School and matriculated 
with flying colors. 


GRANDDAD LOST LIFE 


Daughter of Mrs. Annie T. Smal- 
ley, of Harwich Port, her grandfa- 
ther, Valentine Doane Nickerson, 
years back served as a surfman at 
the Cape Cod Coast Guard Station 
when Twin Lights were in exis- 
tence, And, in 1902 he lost his life 
in the Monomoy disaster off Chat- 
ham. 

“I realized that a_ person, 
especially a woman, with radio 
and telegraph training could be 
of the greatest use in this war,” 
the young woman said. “And I 
finally decided to give up my job 
as an assistant specialty shop man- 
ager to enlist in the Spars. 


oe EVENING AMERICAN, 


ANNE L. SMALLEY 
Girl Radio Vet in SPARS 


SPECIAL THANKS to Member Al Woody 539-P for his "Yeoman 
work" jin obtaining this story which we think all members will 
fully enjoy. 

RIOM EV MONTEE 


12-P WA7FBP 


SPECIAL THANKS to Rome for his untiring effort to help SWP 
in every way. A special loyal SWP'er. You may note by his 
low serial (12-P) Rome came aboard very early during the time 
we were organizing the Society. Rome spent a hitch in the 
USN during WW-1, then to Tropical Radio Telegraph, then to 
the new Airmail and (FAA) system. Recently Rome was able 
to persuade our first member from FINLAND to join - CHRISTE 
F. SNELLMAN of Helsinki. FB. Rome has not enjoyed good 
health laterly which we are sorry to hear. Also heartfelt 
condolences on the loss of his wonderful XYL Syd earlier this 
year. Rome says if his health improves, he hopes to take in 
the SPOKANE WORLD'S FAIR in the near future. We have 
heard SPO-CAN which is a good attitude . We had our doubts 
about this undertaking earlier this year due to the fuel shortage 
and all the ills of the country. Apparently, it is one of the 
best yet. 


People can be divided into three groups: those who make things 
happen, those who watch things happen, and those who wonder 
what happened. 


"30" - Continued from P-11. 


Research shows that in the early days of the American Morse 
operations for press services, the editor customarily wrote XXX 
at the bottom of his copy to signify the end of the story. The 
Morse operator began using a translation from the Roman numer 
-als into a simple "30" to indicate "finished with transmission" 
or something to that effect. (Thanks to Don for this one). 


Incidentally Don is one of the early "PINK TICKET" men with 
Serial No. 4. He has furnished SWP with some very fine 
material on "CODES OF THE WORLD" which we will incorpor- 
ate in forthcoming subject of that title in PORTS O' CALL this 
coming Fall. 


From The 


Mail 8 uoy 


CAPT. VIGGO H. CONRADT-EBERLIN - 262-P_ (WA7CJV) 


in early March with XYL 
Received several cards 
en route and a letter indicating a very enjoyable visit with SWP 


"Eby" reported taking off for Hawaii 
Dorothy for a vacation in Alohaland. 


member George Wayne Chinn (212-P) who he says eats, sleep 
and lives "wireless". Reports George as having a new ham sta- 
tion which we have not listed yet - call KH6EA ( so add to your 
listing). Reports that Warren Clark KH6BFF is on the air daily. 
Eby says Sparks and our other publications are sure keeping the 
Wireless Pioneers together. Eby also reported a contact with 
Bill Chamberlin. After Hawaii we next heard Eby was enroute 
to Bangkok and all those exotic places of the far east. Our 
latest intelligence agent informs that Eby is back in Seattle 
trying to adjust to the cool breezes blowing down from PuJets 
Sound. Eby initiated the "Jack Binn's Fund" in early 1973 
for the purpose of mailing SWP publications to old timers who 
are unable to pay dues due to the fact annuity (if any) just 
won't stretch. Many others have subscribed to the idea, hence 
we will take a long hard look before cutting any member off 
from our publications. This does not mean however that some 
of our 'free-loaders' can ride the gravy train. Fortunately we 
do not have many of this group. The last statement is Ye Ed's 
and not Eby's. He is probably too much a gentleman to to get 
so rough. 


ROBERT L. SHRADER - 157-V (W6BNB) 


Many inquire about our CHIEF OPERATOR and send their best 
wishes to him. He and XYL Dorothy live up on the top of a 

hill in a grove of Redwoods that is a real beauty spot. They hav 
built their own home and a wonderful place it is. How Bob is 
putting in a small 3-Par golf course ( or is it more?). Bob has 
certainly been a faithful and reliable man for the job and the SW 
net is certainly fortunate to have a man such as Bab at the key. 


Of late, Bob has been working for Hewitt-Packard in their new 
Electronic 'Think Factory" Here in Santa Rosa. In a survey mad 


last year by one of the large-circulation electronics magazines, 
Bob was rated as being among the four who had produced the 
best books on ELECTRONICS - IN THE WORLD. His publisher 
is McGraw Hill. However, for all of his accomplishments, one 
won't find anyone who is more modest, unpretentious or self- 
affacing than Bob. On top of that, the guy can really handle 

a key in the manner of an expert ! 


BARRITT, NELSON F. "Nels" (Loraine) 


| would like to take this occasion to mention that "Nels" and 
Loraine have taken over the editing and publication of the 
AIRWAY PIONEER (Society of Airway Pioneers) which Ye Ed 
started in the dark ages of flying. Ye Ed has put in some 30 
plus years of his life in the Communication end (mostly) of the 
Flying business and ties are strong. However, his first love 
was wireless and the real old timers who made it tick, hence 
he started SWP. One can't do justice to two masters, hence 
when SWP snow-balled into the organization it has become, he 
decided he had to give up the AIRWAY PIONEER which he 
edited for a long long time. "Nels" took it over and is doing 

a 'bang-up!' job with it and the organization. 1! would like to 
suggest that if any of our members worked for the FEDERAL 
AIRWAYS in the Air Mail (Post Office) Commerce - Bureau 

of Lighthouses, Aeronautics Branch, C.A.A. B.A.C. and 

now FAA (also USWB) they contact and join the Airway 
Pioneers. Nel's address: P.O. Box 17020, San Diego, Calif. 
92117. You will enjoy it. 


GORDON H. PASCOE - 33-P "Gorde" (Vera) 


While on the subject of "AIRWAYS" | should mention one of 
our Charter Members who has done much to build the SWP. 
He is Gorde Pascoe up Seattle way and currently our SENIOR 
VICE PRESIDENT. He is one of the old timers with TRT 
having worked WNU and several stations in the Banana Repub- 
lics. Ye Ed recalls UC at Puerto Castillo in Honduras and 

UG down in Tegucigalpi. Probably others. Gorde is another 
who answered the call for operators in the early days of flying 
and has been one of the fine men who helped to build that 
organization. Regretfully, of late, XYL Vera has been having 
some health problems and we are all prayerful that she recovers 
in fast and permanent order. Friend Gorde did much in helping 
to Establish the Jack Binn's Chapter in the Pacific Northwest 
and was it first Chapter Director. 


BAARSLAG, CMDR. KARL H.W. USNR/RES. 175-P 


We received a card from Holland not too land ago telling us 
that Karl and XYL Esther were enjoying a visit with Cor 
Glerum in Amsterdam. Karl and wife are doing a retake of a 
trip they started last year - through Europe. They plan to 
spend the summer at their North Carolina home at Wimble 
Shoals, Rodanthe, 27968. Karl has given the Society sub- 
stantial help. He authored "SOS TO THE RESCUE" back in 
1935. The stories are authentic and make thrilling reading. 
We are happy to report that Karl has authorized the Society to 
republish his stories from this book and we intend to do just 
that in chapters of "SPARKS" to come. 


TAPPAN, LESTER J. 245-SGP 

This old timer has dropped us a line from "PARADISE" (Calif. 
that is!) to give us a new QTH and Phone number. QTH: 

1280 Wagstaff Road, Space 45, 95969. Tph: 916/877-2618. 
Sends 73 to all the pioneers. 


WILLIAM "BILL GALVEZ 180-PA 


Reports from the "Far and Near" East several months back that 
he spent a month or so 'riding at anchor' waiting for the Arabs 
to load the ship but so far they hadn't 'cracked the tap'. (We 

can imagine things have changed since then). Bill was hopeful 
he would be back in W-6 Land before long. Said he would like 
to make his boat a 'bunker barge' with permanent anchor 

at Sausalito, Calif. 


If you tell Sparks there are 300 billion stars in the universe, 
he'll believe you. But if you tell him the bulkhead has just 
been painted, he has to touch it to be sure. 
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FLOTSAM & JETSAM_ UIIMIHHININNIINHIM 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS - NEW QTH, 
If we have mentioned it once, we probably have mentioned it a 
THOUSAND TIMES - however it is such a problem that we feel 


ATKINS, GAELE. 944-V 


Gael, who lives with XYL Edith up in the "Big Sky Country" of 
Montana at Livingston perhaps has the right 'slant' on it all. His 


it needs repeating. PLEASE NOTIFY US WITHOUT DELAY WHEN recent letter says ... " Let'see: We figgered as how no trip 


WHEN YOU MOVE or make changes in records such as a new 
telephone number, a new call, new spouse, etc etc. 


It is realized when when one moves, they have more urgent 
things to think about than notifying the Society. However, it 
should be reported without delay. 


Example: In mailing our publications, especially via 3rd class 
or special Book Rate mail, unless you provide for such type 
mail to be forwarded, it is returned to us POSTAGE DUE after 
a period of time. In case of SPARKS - 2 which was mailed at 
32 cents per copy, the postage due is 42 cents which includes 
"ADDRESS CORRECTION". The sorry part about the Address 
correction is that not all mail men write the new address so it 
is legible, hence we have to take a chance and write for con- 
firmation which takes another dime plus stationery. When we 
finally get squared around with the correct address, it costs 
another .32 cents to mail. Including the cost of new envelop- 
ing etc., this runs the cost up to about 90 cents plus and you 
really don't need a calculator to figure it out. Who should pay 
for this ? We think members should assume the cost, unless 
they have mailed in such corrections well ahead of any mailing. 
and even then, we have received such notices dated several 
weeks before we got them or they were postmarked. 


One of the obligations all members assume is that of furnishing 
the Society with their correct address. This is on their 
application form. 


So, when this situation comes up, we hope yod will be both 
tolerant and cooperative. We do not like to spend Society 
funds on something that the member should take care of himself 


AMIRAULT, DONALD F._ 1403V (K1APE) 


Letter received from Don June 20th Quote/Unquote: We, the 
bride and |, are moving to Florida (from Thompson, Conn.) and 
will be leavingCT 16 June. All mail will be fwd at PO to me 
via my sister. Will adz new QTH when we find one. Will likely 
be operating portable four until we get the new call. CONGRATS 


FAULKNER, ROBERT EDWARD - 1314-PA 
New call: W6RFX. Cancel old call WA6INK. 


SILENT KEY Non-member JULES BAMBERG died May 26th 
Heart Condx. Rp by Paul Colby, FAA Net. Old 
timer in communications. 


ERICH, WILLIAM J. "BILL" 107-SGP (Marianne) 

Bill reports his QTH should be ‘via’ PRIVATE MAIL BAG, 
SUVA, FiJIl ISLANDS (Not via Deuba however Bill and wife 
live at Deuba which is about 35 miles from Suva. Bill has new 
call 3D2EK as result of Fiji becoming an independent country. 
Wishes all SWP 'ers 'the best' and if you come via Fiji enroute 
Australia/N.Z. etc. drop in. He is on Queens Highway. Bill 
was chief on WMR the Maui when Ye Ed was on WMP with 
Loyd Peek. 


PARTS FOR TELEGRAPH INSTRUMENTS 


Member Al WOODY 539-P (W7WQ) reports that if you need 
parts for telegraph keys, relays, sounders etc., especially: if 
restoring such instruments , you can probably secure them from 
William M. Nye Co., Inc., 1519 - 130th N.E. Bellevue, Wash 
98005. They have taken over the business run by E. F. Johnson 
Co., Waseca, Minn. 


HEDLEY B. MORRIS - 195-P 


Hedley sent us the fine pix of the Point Reyes area (KPH) etc. 
shown on Page 38 of Sparks 2. Letter a few months backs he 
recalls the days he and Harold R. Brock (Brockie) used to be 
together at theU.S. Naval Base #27 WW11 at Plymouth England. 
Hob-nobbed in London and hit the beach together in NY. Brocki 


passed on Oct. 17 1973. He was W7KR. 


south this year, mebby next, on account of gas problem, weather 
and no dadgummed spark. Soo, fer Xmas we sunk $1600 into 

a Stereo outfit and bedroom TV for the wife. Now| can lissen 

to music while she looks at her stink'n boob-tube. Course, 

when we wanna look together we got one in the front room. Boy, 
talk about liv'n high on the hog - 2 color TV's, stereo anda 
bottle of booze. Anyhow, thats a bit of our finances the court, 
lawyers, doctor and undertaker ain'ta bout to git." 


HENRY, EVERETT G._ 121-P__W6AP 


"Ev" reported a trip East visiting son and daughter over the 
holidays. Reported on Bill Larsen down Vista way. Ev has 
set date .... SEPT. 7th for CHAPTER IV meeting. More 
details later. Usually have a fine turn-out for this reunion. All 
SWP 'ers in the area are invited to attend. Mark your calendar. 


CHARLIE MAASS tells us he has a new OMEGA RAPID 200 
CAMERA... FB for pix. Plans to use it taking pix for his 
Newsletter of the Elmo Pickerill Chapter gang. 


ROBERTSON HARVEY J. 799-V_ (W7HRM) 


"Robby" and XYL Bonnie said he and wife had planned a trip 
down through the Canal to Miami, etc., but had to cancel due 
to fuel shortage and condx. May go later. Wx cold in Cheyenne 
this winter. Sends 73 to old friends in the Society. 

(Robbie was on the USAT GRANT in 1928. He tfrd to CAA and 
stayed in the same spot 30-years to retirement) Think he 
belongs to the Chamber of Commerce ! 


THETREAU, RALPH P. 773-PA (DECEASED 10-1-72) 


Item, Page 98 QST for May 1974 states that our late member 
left a bequest of $17,000 to ARRL. Tate was a long time 
member, supporter and a several-term SCM of Michigan. The 
funds will be used in connection with Hq. facilities a/c to the 
news item 


ROBINSON, JOHN T.  141-V_n_W7MEA 


Jack sent us a clipping from the Seattle Times some time back 
which carried the news item that a 133, 701 ton oi! tanker had 

to put in to Columbo Ceylon on its maiden voyage from Japan to 
the Persian Gulf because radio operator G. Thompson 43, had 
swallowed his teeth in his sleep. The ship was the SST. G. 
SHAUGHNESSY. We guess they must have been 'false' 

teeth ?. Jack said he and XYL had planned to spend a couple 
months in Laguna Beach. Propositioned a "swap" of their 


surplus electric energy for some of California surplus gas. Okay. 


WILLIAM B. DUCK 


Commercial men and hams too - by the thousands - bought gear 
and components from the famous William B. Duck Company in 
Toledo. A real institution in the early days of the game. We 
would like to do a story about the Company and its founder so if 
any of you have information to pass along for such an article, 
please send it in. We know that Ray Anderson 988-P can 
write the "EPILCGUE" to the story because he was in the Duck 
Store the hour and the minute it closed its doors foreever, 1923. 


SOME MILESTONES 
The U.S.N. issued the first INTERNATIONAL RADIO CALL 


1905 - 
SIGN BOOK 


1912 - THE U.S.N. put out a directive to use the word "RADIO" 
instead of "WIRELESS" 


1913 - THE U.S. NAVAL RADIO STATION - RADIO ARLINGTON 
was commissioned on Feb. 13th. 


1917 - All AMATEUR & COMMERCIAL STATIONS were taken 
over or closed down in the U.S. by the USN. 


April 7th - 57 years ago. 


"SPARKS" 
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Well my friends, greetings to you all. eon eis he 

oC a é if —_—_—_— 
SWP continues to roll along, steadily climbing toward the 1500 
mark in membership. 


| will not waste this expensive paper and space to ask you how 
you enjoyed "SPARKS" TWO ? But ! will say, "You ain't seen 
nuthin' yet -- wait till you see "SPARKS" THREE !" 


One of the most heartening signs of progress are the formation 
and development of new Chapters. Look on Page 9 of Sparks 

2 and note the names of these men who have given their time 
and energy to form them and keep them going. To each and 
every one of them | give my thanks, because | feel that the Cha 
ters are the backbone of the Society. I! especially think those 
fellows up in Canada are doing a wonderful job, considering they 
do not have the membership that we do down here. 


The Golden Gate Chapter has run into a few problems. One of 
which is that it is right in the area of the National Office and 
this sometimes leads to confusion. One thing that we have 
found out is that it must have its own officers to maintain its 
own identity. The chapter is in good shape. It's luncheon 
last September at the Velvet Turtle in Menlo Park drew 81 
members and the Villa Chartier Luncheon in San Mateo drew 
over a hundred in April. The chapter assumed all expenses for 
these meetings and have their own bank account. However, it 
has more or less lost it's identity to the National Office. We 
hope to iron this out at our forthcoming business meeting and 
hope that a lot of our local Chapter One (Golden Gate} members 
will attend, with suggestions and help. 


Otherwise, everything else is QSA QRK. 
73 


Eben K. Cady, 
President, S.W.P. 


ee 


This is an IMPORTANT MESSAGE. 


We have lots of letters but many of 
them are old and perhaps outdated so 
please sit down and send us some 
“LATE INFO about your- 
WIT U ? self, what you are do- 
H YO ¢ ing et cetera. Also 
Your fellow members Pe acalcl tt Ghee 3 hes NLA 
want to know. Send 
in the news...as 


esting clipping about 
fast as it happens. 


things nautical or the 
early days of wireless, 
why not mail them in 
so that we may quote 
or reprint. While we n.-ve limited this issue of our SPARKS 
SUPPLEMENT to about 20 pages - to use up some envelopes 
and other reasons, we hope in future issues to enlarge copy to 
perhaps forty or so pages. We will use up stock of larger sized 
envelopes we purchased to mail SPARKS in, however they see 
to be too fragil for the purpose and we will use a heavier mailin 
cover to get them to you in good condx. Please take to heart, 
our request for your "EPISODES" as mentioned on Page 5. We 
will print as many as possible and we know you will find them 
a real nostalgic gem of the experiences of members during the 


early, and not so early days of the radio (nee) WIRELESS. 
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President’s 


BLACKBURN, Louis J. 1411-P 


CQN TO LISTING: AMATEUR CALL is WA6YTT. Not WAGTT. Sri. 


LT. COL. JAMES E. LONG USAF - 1298-PA 


CQN to QTH by POD. New address: 5357 Stewart, Richards 
Gebour A.F.B., Missouri 64030. 


Brother CHARLES P. "CHARLIE" Krause 1412-PA who has 
taken Bombs to Bombay, ridden cars in Karachi, gone mad in 
Madras , visited 'Alice the Goon' in Rangoon, drunk Singapore 
slings in-Singapore, eaten ham in Hamburg, copies the old 
Mexican WX reports - Chili today and hot Tamale says. . . 

- - -"Since the U.S. feeds the entire world, why aren't these 
ungrateful people singing " GOD BLESS AMERICA", Perhaps 

a good contention but lets not include our good friends up North 
across the Border -maybe we'll need some of their fuel and their 
grain one of these days. For many areas it is only too true! 


Following is a UPI clip from the Santa Ana (CA) Register of 
April 27th 1974 which many of our members may find of interest. 


—> \ 


Atlantic Ocean 


UNITED BTaTES 


ay’ 


Y peabLy |: 
4 TRIANGLE 


{AMI 


(UPI Telephoto M. 


U.S. Naval vessels and dozens of yachts 
The U.S. Coast Guard has announ 
suspension of a two-week search for the 
missing yacht Saba Bank, which left the 
Bahamas en a cruise for Miami March 
10. The yacht was scheduled to reach 
Miami April 8. 


ANOTHER VICTIM? —. A _ $300,000 
yacht on a@ shakedown cruise with four 
men aboard may have beceme the lat- 
est victim of the mysterious “Deadly 
Triangle.” A vast area of the Atlantic 
Ocean, the shaded surface shown here, 
has “swallowed up” ships and planes 
without « trace, including two larae 


“SHORTIE" from Bill W6BG: Kgns BI Q las isu of Sparks, Espy 
the CV design. Bfl rp & nr to be forgotten Jack Binns & his CQD. 


HAMMELL, JOE F.  423-SGP 


New QTH per POD 6-17-74 returning Sparks 2. 1010 Mesa St., 
Space #44, Vista, CA. 92083. Joe formerlly lived at 2290 
Foothill Drive - same city. 


NEW QTH PER POD form 3579: 

HANNERS, CAPT. W.F., 1332-PA 

P.O. Dept. form 3579 says Walt has moved to General Delivery 
New Hyde Park, N.Y. 11040. Old address was Fairfield, CA. 


BELLIVEAU, STANLEY J. 1302-PA 


Just wanted to mention that "Stan" has a 'Variotyper' and that 

he has set one of our coming stories in Variotyper type . It is 

part of the material furnished by our late brother Dave Brown 
649-P who became a silent key 4-10-72. Subject: "LIGHTHOUSES 
OF THE WORLD" A very interesting piece in coming PORTS O' 


CALL. Watch for it. Thanks Stan. W7AYO 


"SPARKS" NEWSLETTER SUPPLEMENT 
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MS Furr SPEED AHEAD 


We are sorry that some of the 
statements in SPARKS 2 appear- 
ing in the article on "KPH" impli- 
ed that Station "K F S" was fading 
out of the picture. Nothing could 
be farther from the truth. KFS 
is handling more paid traffic daily 
now thar in it's entire history and 
has installed some of the most 
sophisticated equipment for rapid 
delivery of MSGS of any station 
in the country. Mr. John Brundag 
Manager of KFS transmitting and 
receiving stations is to be congra- 
tulated upon the excellent manner 
in which he has operated these 
stations. s/ EB CADY. 


Spree: 


STILL GOING STRONG. 
THANK YOU 


| want to thank you very much for sending bulletins and other 
material of the Society of Wireless Pioneers to us 'pore' down- 
trodden survivors at KFS. However, | would be highly remiss 
of my duties if |. did not raise a voice of protest over some 
remarks in an article appearing in the recent issue of the "Sta- 
tic Room Log" by Warren Simpson concerning KPH, or what- 
ever they call that station up north of us. 


Dear Eb: 


While it must be conceded that KPH predates your old alma 
mater in years on earth, we are certainly not 'gone' as implied 
in the closing portion of this article. My bleary eyed troops 
and | are aghast at his remark. . . 'Today KPH stands alone 
at the gates of the Pacific" not to mention another statement 
that "Dalton Bergstedt led the last charge of the ironhorsemen 
of KFS." 


As a matter of actual fact, traffic has been steadily increasing 
for many months requiring additional operator staffing and imp- 
roved delivery methods to handle it all. If the increase can he 
maintained we might well put KPH... where he claimes we are. 


What will happen to CW in the near future is not known, but fro 
the present traffic volume at KFS alone there does not appear to 
be a known replacement method 'just around the corner! to 
handle it. 


| hope you can set the record straight that KFS is getting it's 
second wind and will not lie down and die so easily. Also, | 
have troubles enough firing the boys with inspiration to keep 
plugging after doing daily combat without having to subdue their 
fury after reading that the station doesn't even exist any more, 


No doubt you can appreciate their feelings. 


S/ J.R. Brundage, Station Manager 
KFS/LO/MX Wireless Stations. 


EDITORIAL NOTE: While | am sure "Si" Simpson intended his 
article to be a facetious in nature (not facinorous to KFS) we 
are sorry for the implication. | am reminded that next time | 
"Tip Toe through the Tulips" | had better put on lighter shoes. 
KFS does havea bunch of 'pro's' hard to match. 

Bill Breniman 
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SPECIAL NOTICE BY U.S.C.G. RE: LORAN-C COVERAGE. 


The U.S. Coast Guard has selected LORAN-C (Long Range Aid 

-to Navigation) as the primary radio aids to navigation system for 
coastal regions, harbors and estuaries of the U,S. LORAN-C, 
now in use on the East Coast, Western Alaska and Hawaii, will 

be expanded to cover the West Coast, Southern Alaska, Gulf of 
Mexico and the Great Lakes. These areas are presently provided 
LORAN-A coverage. LORAN-C will eventually replace LORAN-A. 
It is expected that the West Coast system will be operational in 
early 1977. There will be an overlap period expected that LORAN 
A will be discontinued approx. July 1 1979. Marriners desiring 
add'|. info concerning LORAN-C are requested to Ctc. Commander 
Twelfth Coast Guard District... 


"RED LETTER" DAY FOR OUR PRESIDENT AND HIS XYL. 


JUNE 26th 1974 will be an eventful one for Eb Cady and his XYL 
Helen for on that day, they will depart for a 'long-planned" 
trip to SCOTLAND, England and way points. 


We recall a story of a man who wanted to travel but was somewhat 
short of funds so he went to his bank for a loan. He was turned 
cdwn. He went to a second bank and obtained the loan without 
any difficulty. Then he bought a five=pound fish, had it wrapped 
and put it in his safe-deposit box at the first bankas he joyfully 
left town on a trip for six months. 


| am sure that the Scotch in Eb and Helen would inhibit the waste 
of funds for such a purpose, the price of fish being what it is.hi. 


We are sure their odyssey or pilgrimage to the Land of Sir Walter 
Scott et al will be a mile-stone in their lives. . . So... from 
all SWP MEMBERS AND BROTHERS .. . areal HAPPY TRIP 


asi al hae Cheer-i-o... 


DRY-DOCK FOR CHARLIE 


Of course there are a lot of "Charlies" around but this is CHARLIE 
LEE - Skipper of Chapter II| who, we are sorry to report, is in the 
QUEEN OF ANGELS HOSPITAL, 2301 Bellview Ave., Room 752, 
LAX 90026 who has been laid low by several (repeated) trying 
attacks of Asthmatic Bronchitis. 


Charlie has been carrying most of the 'load' of Chapter III on 
his shoulders = recently arranging for the upcoming REUNION at 
Brotherton's Restaurant in Pasadena on 29th of June. We have 
report that a good turnout have reserved and it should be a wonder- 
but occasion. Charlie may not be there in person but he sure 
will be in spirit you can be sure. Other SWP reliables including 
JOHN ELWOOD and perhaps Stan Hyde will take over if necessary 
to insure the meeting is a success. Hopefully, others in the 
Chapter III area will volunteer for some of these posts to lighten 
the load on Charlie. It is really too much for one man to handle, 
and since so many find pleasure in SWP activities, anyone who 
is willing to donate time and talent to the Chapter will reap the 
gratitude for many many brothers in the de Forest area. 


The best way to forget one's own problems is to help his old 
shipmate solve his. 


CHAPTER XXVII DINNER CRUISE 


The proprietor at the "Grey Turtle" called his waitresses together 
and said: "Girls, | want you to look your best today for that SWP 
crowd. Give all those old timers a big smile. Kid them a little, 
serve them quickly and get out of the way." 


"What's the matter?" asked one waitress. 
special program?" 


"Are they having a 


"Nope," replied the Prop. "The beef's tough again." 


CYP FERLAND CHECKS ON MAIL TIME OF "SPARKS" ONE. 


Cyp, who lives in Montreal, Quebec reported Sparks 1 postmarked 
from Santa Rosa Jan. 9th was delivered to him Feb. 11th. He 
suggests dues be raied to $6 and all copies be sent FIRST CLASS 
mail. Enjoys all publications. Sends 73 to all old friends. 
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ECROLOG 


1449-V 

GORMSEN, SVEND T. "Ted" (Virginia) 

7288 Alana Road, Jacksonville, Fla. 32211. T: 904/744-4266 

FS: 1929 - SS CITY OF CLEVELAND/WNCM. Other assign- 
ments include: SS Dean Emery/KOFG, SS Greater 

Buffalo/WSBH, Also SS Eastern States, SS Western States & § The following brothers have been called to Eternal Rest, since 


OLD FRIEND 


SS Greater Detroit. publication of "SPARKS" One. In some cases, delays in trans- 

AMATEUR: W4S2/1974. Early W8UEJ/1939. Join Net? NA. [mission occurs and the last watch stood some time ago. 

M: ARRL, QCOWA. PARTICIPATION ? Perhaps later. Members who have joined the Chapter Eternal, are as follows: 

QSP - "Florida Skip". SOLES Oo Rtg Se OF Re EON AE PT ELE TEN POPEATER ST EE A AT 
ORMSBY, RUSSELL S. "Russ" (Wife - Grace) 181-SGP 

Seed R. GENE _"Gene"_() Last address: 2626 Jackson St. St. Joseph Mo. 64507. 

P.O. Box 3129, Tempe, Ariz. 85257, 1:602/994-8636 Step-son Bob Hayden informed the Society of the passing of his 

FS: 1945 . PETIT MANAN/KTXX (Seagoing tub). Other assign-f father-in-law Russ and mother Grace on May 22 1974 in an auto- 

ments include: SS Santa Ana/WDTF, SS Anniston Victory/ truck accident on US-12, about 5 miles East of Niles, Michigan. 


ANMJ, SS Water Witch/ANQN, Louis Sloss/KWXJ, SS Josiah f / : 

Royce KKSO, SS Sioux Falls Victory/KARC, RETREADS 1967:§ ‘Ney were on a vacation trip from home in St. Joseph, Mo. to 
(above)KARC, Muhlenberg Victory, Hope Victory KJLZA1, former home in Niles. Previously Russ and Grace had lives in 
American Bear KHTW, Adelphi Victory/WAFJ, Gene relates Oakland, Calif. Ralph was 82 at time of death. They are 

most exciting experience aboard SS WATER WITCH/ANQN dur: survived by 5 sons and 2 daughters. First ship assignment for 
ing typhoon at Okinawa 1945 when all ships were sunk including J RUSS was the Steam-schooner CHARLES NELSON in 1911. 

3 destroyers that capsized. Their ship rolled 45 degees and Highlight was that Larry Prudhont substituted for Russ on the SS 


crew owed lives to grand Skipper and Chief Engineer who kept (Tanker) Rosecrans which was wrecked with nearly all hands at 
them upright. ( A C-2 ins't supposed to roll that much when the mouth of the Columbia River Jan. 3rd 1913. He was operator 


light). on the SS YALE and many other West Coast ships in his day. 
AMATEUR: W6QVN/1938. Also WA7TYYX/74. Join net ? Yes. PRUSS was a wonderful "booster! for SWP - enjoying the organ- 
QSP® Bill Fuller 747-V. ization very much. He and wife Grace were grand people and 

we shal! miss them. 
1451-PA (Reported June 3 1974 - 128) 
HALL, JAMES P.. ere Mildred RESTS A “NS Ne TRIP OEE aT LESS OES OS ELTON SHS TEE a 
8601 Temple Hills Road, S.E. #38, Camp Springs, MD.20031 
T: 301/297-4983. AMATEUR: K3KSD. Join net ? Later. ZIMMER, HAROLD F.. "Hz" (Marjorie) 416-P 
FS: 1936 - Ft, Bragg, N.C. WVI. 1941 - Ft. McPherson, Ga. : : : 
WVR. 4945 Cairo Egypt - WXKB. QSP: John N. Elwood. 7647 Adrian Drive, Rohnert Park, Calif.94928 


Mrs. Zimmer called HQ June 7th reporting the passing of her 
husband Harold on June 6th. Cause was cancer. Funeral services 
1452-PA were in Petaluma on June 8th. ; 


GROFF, ARTHUR D. "Don" (Charlotte) : : ’ 
1862 Winchester Road, North, ot. Petersburg, Fla. 33710 Harold's first assignment was the SS. CALIFORNIAN/KDYD in 


T: 813/343-3406. AMATEUR: WN4HNZ/1973. Join net ? Yes 1919. He served on the HumboldtWBDZ, Ss Wallingford KEPV, 
FS: 1936 - USS VESTAL/NENK. Also assigned: USS Louis- 294 at Stations KFS and KPH. He joined the CAA Airways 

ville NIFT, 1939-40 Navy Dept. NSS, NAVRADSTA §in 1930 and was assigned Oakland/KCV, Salt Lake City iz 
CAVITE, Pl. NPO, 1941 - Shanghai ( 4th Marines/NPJ, 1942 KGD, North Platte KVM, etc. about 1936 he worked for PAA 
Corregidor, Pale (NPO-1), USS Seadragon/USS Seawolf, at Alameda. He was on the SS MERICOS WHITTIER, USAT 
USN Radio Station Moorabbin Australia, USS. Tillman DD641, FCHIRIKOF in 1940 and from 1944 to 1965 at Station KPH. Ham 
43/45 U.S. Government 1950-1969. M: ARRL, PARTICIPA- [call was W6AOY. QSP: by Frank Geisel. 
TION: Yes (P&R)(Membership). QSP: Dana G. Barber, 1004v§ ‘Reported June 7 1974 ~ 129) 


RST cE VENTE FINN APIS LY LS EE ERR EY EL SNS TT LO 
a= 
an. RIDDLE, ELMER R. "EL" (Esther) _526-SGP 


202 South Street, Jensen Beach, Fla. 33457. 

Wife Esther reported to Director Bill Willmot of the Thomas A. 
Edison Chapter that Elmer died August 25 1973 on a trip to North 
Carolina. He became ill and went quickly. Cause of death not 
known. His first assignment was at Fort Winfield Scott in 1914. 
He served on a number of USAT, also Bolinas and Rocky Point. 
Worked for Ed Stevens who was his sponsor in SWP. Later he 
was General Manager, RCA in the Philippines and in the head 
office of the company until retirement in 1957. He was with 
ElleryW. Stone at the Bolinas Station in 1916. 

(Reported June 4 1974 - 130) 


o t JERE HPP 
ar 


"THE MAPLE LEAF REPORTS. 


Chapter VI May meeting postposed until June 1 so members could 
join Chapter XVI in trip to Satellite Earth Station on Lake Cow- 


Folkman * WB8AF 


i ichan, Vancouver Island. Chapter VI met at Fraser Arms Hotel 
; Wapcouver June 1st then toured the Vancouver Marine Traffic 
MAYBE YOU'VE GOT SOMETHING LIKE: Management Center (very enjoyable). Some SWP members 
"WHAT A HEADACHE YOU ARE, CHIEF — attended QOCWA NW Chapter meeting at Penticton, BC 6/8-9 
CAUSING US NO END OF GRIEF...." where Dr, Gault gave a fine talk about the new Radio Telescope 


installation 12 miles away. Al Deacon home from Hsp. Hope OK. 


SSS Veeee 
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‘ bi 


"SPARKS" NEWSLETTER SUPPLEMENT SUMMER - 1974 


Al Shawsmith, VK4SS (1132-PA) collects MORSE KEYS - any 
age, type or condx. Hand, bug, novely, etc. His collection 
dates back 100 years and includes vintage telegraph, pumps! an 
assortment of automatics and a variety of keys used in the mil- 
itary service. Al has beena 'ham' for 39 years during which 
time he "pounded" a variety of 'brass' in Army Air Force and 
PMG. These chaps are all on the 'MAKE" for telegraph keys 
to add to their respective collections. If you know about one 
“somewhere around the country, why not contact one of these four 
about it. 


> 


er 


CALENDAR MARK THESE 
_DATES 


AUG. 22 1974 


SWP PICNIC, 
ARMSTRONG REDWOO 
PARK 
GURNEVILLE, CALIF. 


ERNIE WILMSHURST who bought an AVOCADO Place down at 
Fallbrook (Calif). has areal nice grove of FUERTE trees which 

he says are making adpood comback. With prices of avocadoes 

at about 65 cents each here, we hope you make a 'killing' Ernie. 
When Ye Ed owned his "Blue Chip" ranch in Rancho Santa Fe., 
the going price was about 8 cents per pound. Ernie says he has 
been pruning deadwood for several weeks and his grove is start- 
ing to look real good. (We hear you have to stand armed-guard 
now days to prevent the orchard and its fruit from being hi-jacked) . 


OCT. 24 1974 


BUSINESS MEETING, S.F. CA. 
Details in later issue 
SEPRT../th 


CHAPTER IV REUNION in Fallbrook/Vista area. Chapter Dir- 
ector "Ev" Henry will furnish information later. 


JULY 27th 


CHAPTER VI. PICNIC at GATES PARK _ picnic grounds 11AM 
to 4PM BOPB._ There is no shelter here os if raining will 
have to reschedule. FYI, Gates Park is at Dollarton on road to 
Deep Cover. There is a large 'small boat' lanuching ramp and 
lots of parking past the ramp. Tell Bill Filtness if you plan to 
attend so he can include in 'head-count' to Park officials. 


COL. MANUEL "PETE" FERNANDEZ 488-P, Area Director for 
S.E. USA for SWP also a fountainhead of much wisdom 
mentioned not so long ago when the 'energy crunch' was on 
made the knowledgable observation that if Buffalo Bill hand't 
killed off all those Buffalos, we might have enough Buffalo Chips 
around today to burn in place of petrol, thus alleviating or 
mitigating the fuel crisis. On second thought, perhaps it was 
his observation that we should have kept the horses around too. 
Big mistake in getting rid of them. While we suspect there has 
been some bad grid leaks into his mint julips, in rationalizing 
the situation we have to conclude he is an expert with his bag 

of modus operandis. He has a special technique which has 
worked very well for the Society . The management has decided 
to keep "Pete" around for quite a spell sotreat the old dodo(*) 
with 'loving kindness! (*) A dodo can't fly but we think that 
'Pete' can. However, tte normally requires a plane. Witha 
good cargo of mint julij»s he might take off without one - but we 
sort of doubt it. 


EDISON CHAPTER - FALL MEETING. 


Some preliminary arrangements have been made for a Reunion 
of SWP members this Fall. Please contact Bill Willmot for 
details. We will publish as soon as available. 


Regret to hear that ALAN HINSHELWOOD has been in the 
hospital. We hope he is now well on road to recovery. 


Gross W8BKM in contact with "Cor" PA@ZGL reports his purse 
was 'picked' in an Amsterdam Dept. Store June 19th and along 
with about $35 US funds lost, he also lost his SWP_ MEMBER- 
SHIP WALLET CARD. Would like a replacement - can we fur- 
nish ? You bet ! 


DIMITRIU - YO-4-WO/MM, 


ROMANIA 


BAWG 


MARITIME MOBILE 
MY POSITION FAMAGUSTA.......... 


pate (4.06.79 XMTR. TRIO TX88D 
te RCVR. TRIO 9R59D 
: ; ANT. DIPOLE 


= 13% 


TNX G@S EL PSE DIMITRIU E. OLIMPIU 
BOX 1395 TOMIS 2, Bloc JO. AP. 39 


SIEENTAKEY REPORT 


Bus Gahm W1DIU in QSO w/K2IC reported member MORRIS P. 
COLE 914-PA had become SK. No details received and report 
not yet verified. 


EBY- WA7CJV back from extensive travels says he would be 
glad to act as 'backup' on JACK BINNS net.So reports Tom 
Jobs W7TU. Glad to have him back ! 


Alan Hinshelwood is sending us a pix of the Clapp Eastham Key 
his father, a Marconi Operator on the old EMPRESS OF 
BRITAIN bought back in 1907 as there are no doubt many will 
remember it with nostalgia ( in fact we can almost see John 
Elwood 'drooling' about it now). 


EMC 
CHC 
QRP 
OKENDEN 


Incidentally on the subject CY HME yes 


There are several members of SWP that "collect" keys as a BUCHAREST 5 CONSTANTA 
HOBBY - - anda fine one it is. +++, 
P KEY COLLECTOR is reported to A toast for all you seamen out there with 


be member LOUISE RAMSEY 
MOREAU 25-TA with some 200 plus 
keys. 


JOHN ELWOOD comes in third with 
about 116 keys while Area Director 
Ed Raser edges him out of second 
place with some 136 keys in his 
eollection. AL SHAWSMITH from 
"down-under!' has 75 keys in his 
collection.... We will have a story 
in coming POC from Louise on the 


"Here's looking atchoo !"' 


"YE EDS" Problems. 

He thinks he may be getting a bit over 
the hill when by the time he finds his 
new glasses, he forgot why he wanted 
them. 


SILENT MAJORITY 
That's Ye Ed with laryngitis ! 


subject. Key collectors become quite 


absorbed in their hobby as you can 
guess. 


If you don't knock, 
no one will open the door. 


HISTORICAL 


Our first President, Richard Johnstone started the SWP CW NET 
from his station K6FQ on the evening of Oct. 9th 1968. Those 
answering the call of "CQ DE SOWP" and checking in were: 
W6LM Si Knowles(d); W6BNB Bob Shrader, W6WF Jack Slater 
W6MAB John Stagnaro; W6FC Jerry Whittaker; W6IB Emery 
Simpson (d); W6LM Sam Corps; W7RD Bob Palmer; W6HKM 
Henry Wiehr; W7CJ George Comstock; W7FW Walt Rathun; 
W7WH Oscar Anderson and W6EC "Doc" Walters. 


We believe that "Dic " Johnstone deserves great credit for start- 
ing a project which has brought so much joy and happiness to so 
many members over the years. Our beloved "Dick" became a 
Silent Key Oct. 9 1972. The SWP NETS are a living memorial 
to this fine gentleman. 


With growing membership, we hope that SWP nets can expand 
even further and become even more meaningful. Members _do_ 
increase their enjoyment by this means of contact and QSO. 
The problem seems to be "when" and "where" ?? 


Our Chief Operator, Robert L. "Bob" Shrader - W6BNB suggests 
the following: 


"Our basic fcy is 3555 kHz. Try using any fcy. approxima- 
tely 55 kHz inside any CW or phone band edge as a calling 
fey. The basic calling times to be 55 minutes AFT ER any 
hour. 


For example/s: For the 3.5 mHz band; 3555 kHz for CW. 


3775 - 55 = 3720 kHz for Novice members. 3775 + 55 = 3810 
for Advance Phone. 4000 - 55 = 3945 kHz for General 


Phone. Similar computations for 7, 14, 21 and 28 mHz 
bands. 
CALIF CQES WP LD EG occu. ss Be careful not to call on 


these fcys if they are being used 
for some net during that time. Once contact is made, 
shift to some nearby working fcy to free the calling frequency 


ADDRESS - CHIEF OPERATOR, BOB SHRADER: 
11911 Barnett Valley Road, Sebastopol, Calif. 95472 


EMBROIDERED PATCH EMBLEMS 


SUMMER - 1974 


SWP Summer Net Schedules 


Informal Summer Schedules. Normal Schedules resume 9/19/74 
C.W. SCHEDULES 


NET DAY TIME FCY /kHz 
leet CKERILEINET MON 9AM(EDST) 3670 
Atlantic Thu/Fri 2300GMT 3670 
W3FYD - "Jack" NC. W2ZI - "Ed" Alt, 
2. EDISON NET SUN(*) 1800Z 7095 


~ (Florida & S.E. US) (*) Informal basis to Sept. 1st. 
W4BVE - Alan- NC, K4JPF - "Bill" Alt. 


3. WESCAN NET MON 7PM 3555(*) 
(Wester Canada) (*) May change to 7055 +/- 5 kHz 
a/c daylight). This is informal schedule through the 
summer and subject to change. 


VE7WZ - Bill N.C. 
4. PACIF A 
CIFIC COAST NET THU 7PM 3555 


W6BNB "Bob. Inac. during summer, resumes Sept. 19 
(You may find SWP 'ers here through the summer on an 
informal basis. ) 
INFORMAL: FRI Clo SiO) = 7084 
Will transmit Netbuls until Winter Schedule resumes, 
then will furnish repeats or fills for W6BNB. 
K6KHA "Ernie" NC, W6YD "Ray" Alt. 


5. TRANSCON THUR 
(Primary SWP Net) 
Gross - W8BKM, Acting NC during summer and until 
Sept. 19th when net resumes. Then as 'backup" (also) 
Hox - W5WD THUR 1600Z 14125 & 7095 
(dual ) 


15002 14125 


6. NORTHEASTERN NETSAT. 10A (EDST) 7040 
(New England & NE US & E. Canada) 
W1DU " Bus" N.C. W3FK "Herb" Alt. 


7. JACK BINNS NET TUE 8P (LCL)& 3555 
(Pac. N.W. Net) SLOW-BELL for summer operation 
you will probably find members here on Schedule/s. 
W7TU - "Tom" NC, W7FW "Walt" & W7LQ-"Ray" Alts. 


8 SWP EUROPA NET SUN 1100GMT 
Europe) (Mostly in English language) 
PA@GL - "Cor" NC. (Near Amsterdam, Holland) 


3550 


PHONE NETS 


SWP SOUTHERNCAL HAPPY HOUR DAILY 5PM 3945 
W6PZY - "Charlie" (SOUTH) 

GOLDEN GATE H.H. DAILY SPM 3945 
W6OFL - "Holgy" N.C. (NORTH) 

PICK-PHONE DAILY 5PM 3970 


W2RATV - "Charlie" N,C. W2LEL - "Don" Alt. 


AVOCADO NET DAILY 8.30A 7084 
DAILY 3.30P 7084 

. W6KHA "Erie" NC. W6YD - "Ray" Alt. 
WESCAN Weekdays 9AM 3740 


(Vancouver & W.B.C.) VE7WZ - "Bill" N.C. 


MANY SWP 'ers who attend HAMFESTS may enjoy Wearing ONE | gO GeO Ge GrOn G2 POV OU DDO DD ONO ODA ODDO POS 


of these new Patches. They are 4 inches acorss and made 
from nearly 10 colors - a beautiful design and job ( see Page 
10 of last SPARKS (2). Cost $1.50 ppd. Available about 


July 15 1974. 
73 es CUL 


BASIC 


CQ SWP DE .... Try calling on 3555 at 55 minutes past the 
hour. See suggestion at left. 
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Ta Heel Traveller 


OCRACOKE, N.C. - - The graves are neat and evenly spaced 
with granite crosses marking each of the 
four. A freshly painted picket fence surrounds them anda 


small, brass plaque declares the spot " Forever England." 


There is a flag pole, too, but it was empty when a visitor came 
by. Coast Guard Bos'n Mate James H. Davis just shook his 
head when asked about the missing Union Jack that had been 
there a month before. 


"Somebody just came and took it. | guess, " he said. "it sure 
made us mad. _ It's really sad that someone would do some- 
thing like that." 


The small British cemetery has been on the Island since 1942, 
when the bodies of four sailors of the Royal Navy washed ashore 
this Outer Banks island after their vessel had been torpedoed by 
German U-boats operating off the North Carolina coast. 


Citizens of the island laid the men to rest next to a family plot, 
and two of the sailors were later identified. Two are still 
unknown. Over the years, the small plot became neglected, 
and the fast growing brambles of the island began to take over 
the spot. The existing fence began to peel and fall down. 


In April of this year, four Coast Guard men serving at the Life- 
boat Station here volunteered to clean the plot up and maintain 
ite 


Said Davis: "We started work on the cemetery in April. We 
cleared the undergrowth, planted grass, put up a new fence and 
a walkway with a rope to keep people on the path. It was hard 
work, but the more we did, the better we felt about it. Aftera 
while, we all got to thinking that if it was us buried in a foreign 
country, we'd want someone to do the same for us." 


The men who helped Davis were BM1 James H. McQueen, Jr., 
MK1 Danny N. Taylor and SN Kirby D. Van Landingham... 


Then somebody stole the British flag the men had found to fly 
over the small graveyard. '" We looked all over the island for 
another one," said Davis, "and nobody had one. We're trying 
to get another now." 


The men will probably need several of the Union Jacks, since 
the incident is bound to be repeated. Attempts are being made 
through private inquiries and through Royal Navy channels to 
get the men another one. 


Before the flag was taken, two men of the station (which has a 
compliment of 18, commanded by a chief petty officer) were 
detailed to put it up in the morning and take it down at dusk. 


Davis looked for a minute at the four crosses and then said to 

no one in particular: "We'll get another one. It's funny, but 
we got to feel like we knew these guys. Brothers of the sea, 

or something like that. " 


Sure. Something like that. 


Thanks to Brother Bill Willmot, 784-PA 
Director, Thomas A. Edison Chapter for 
this article by John H. Coit. We, in 
our profession feel a kinship to these 
men - perhaps it is because we are all 
brothers working or who have worked 

for a common cause through our lives. 


FROM THE PAGES OF "QTC" PUBLISHED BY THE THOMAS 


A. EDISON CHAPTER - Bill Willmot, Editor. 


CODE PRACTICE AND PROFICIENCY: The ARRL conducts 
daily code practice sessions. Once each month a proficiency 
test is given over the air. Certificates are available for speeds 
of between 15 and 35 WPM in 5 WPM increments by submission 
of one-minute of correct copy for a 5-minute transmission at a 
given speed. Copies of the schedule are available from the 
Editor of QTC, K4JPF, Bill WUlmot for a SAE. 


HIGH SPEED CW PROFICIENCY: In line with the above, The 
onnecticut Wireless Ass'n. conducts a high-speed proficiency 
test twice yearly. These tests pick up where the ARAL tests 
leave off.. They run between 40 and 60 WPM and in 5 WPM 
increments. Submission of correct copy for a least one minute 
of a five-minute transmission is confirmed with a suitable 
certificate. The next test is scheduled for Sept. 16 1974 
(Sunday night local time). Call up is at 0115 GMT on 3636 and 
7085 kHz with instructions starting at 0130 GMT at 25 WPM. 


"GALS" YOU DON'T WANT TO BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH 


Measurements are NOT 36-24-36 but more like 175 MPH or 
200 MPH. No we donot have our measurements confused but 
perhaps we have mixed you up a bit on the distaff connotation 
and perhaps with some logic since the names of the female 
gender we refer to are daughters of "MOTHER NATURE". They 
are the names of Hurricanes that Bill Willmot and colleagues 
will watch and report in the months ahead. Their official 
names for 1974 include the following (official) :Alma, Becky, 
Carmen, Dolly, Elaine, Fifi, Gertrude, Hester, Ivy, Justine, 
Kathy, Linda, Marsha, Nelly, Olga, Pearl, Roxanne, Sabrina, 
Thelma, Viola and Wilma. Names beginning with Q, U, X, 

Y and Z are not included because of their scarcity. Don't 
wait around for "Linda"... she won't have all those charms 
that are in the song book. You can bank your anemometer on 
that ! 


hast WI and 


Thanks to Hal Craig for book "SEA OF THE BEAR"...Frank 
Atlee for write up on Mel Richardson in St. Pete paper.... 

Ken Richardson SWP member & Editor DeForest Pioneer NL 
for nice mention, ditto to Andy Clark in Florida Skip. ..Amory 
H."Bud" Waite Jr. for dope on "OP-76" the 'tall ships'... 
Ralph Folkman (FO) for his hours at the drawing board... Fred 
Sommer for memories of Old Lighthouse Days, Clyde Riche- 
lieu, especially the USLHS Tender Sumac...Bill O'Brien 

and comments about members of the Southern Cross Chapter... 
Howard Cookson - one fine anchor men on the East side of the 
net - that is till his equipt. went kaput...(Also the fine RJ 

he selected)...ERO ERICKSON and "Wind Static" who sends 
us so much fine material and keeps us posted on old home town 
(City of the Big Breeze).. Bob Mix retiring again, etc...Lee 
Baumlin and his yeoman output for SWP ... Sandy Hodges for 
pix and cartoons (asks if anyone knows whereabout of Eugene 
Williams (nickname Dewey)?? Don Wallace... Hundreds more 
but I'm at the end of the sheet. We'll try to catch you all next 
time around. 


My very best wishes to all SWP'ers. .... - 
Bill Breniman June 25 1974. 


- 30'~ 


